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God is There 


By Viyn Johnson 
OMES sometimes an hour of glory 


Wafting me to regions rare, 
Where my soul gives offertory, 
Knowing well that God is there. 


Comes an hour of tragic presage 
Dragging me to black despair, 

Where again the answering message 
Stills my cry, for God is there. 








Provoking People 


To provoke people should be our constant en- 


deavor,—if it is done in the right way. There is 
an ever-present temptation to do it in the wrong 
way. “Love is not provoked,” but one of love’s 
chief activities is to be provoking—‘“let us consider 
one another to provoke unto love and good works.” 
This kind of provoking requires study. We are to 
observe our brother carefully, “bestow thought” upon 
him, with a view to inciting him to loving thought 
and word and act. Do people find rising within 
them impulses toward the. highest things when they 
come into contact with us? 
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Satan’s Material 


Giving the devil nothing to work with is the se- 
cret of victory over sin. Self is the only material 
that Satan can adapt to his ends. That is why God 
so longs to have the self in us put to death. At a 
summer camp-meeting where the message of holi- 
ness was emphasized, one of the :speakers said: 
“When we are something the devil-ean do something 
with us, but God can’t. When we are nothing the 
devil can do nothing with us, but God can.” Shall 


we, then, reckon ourselves “to be dead unto sin, but 
alive unto God in Christ Jesus”—made alive by the 
resurrection power of the creator God who creates 
without existing material? He can create his mira- 
cle life in us only if we first let him put self to 
death. Giving God “nothing,” that we may not 
hinder his working for us, is the secret of the vic- 
torious life. 
ax 


To Succeed 


Success is so simple that we can all have it. 
A clever and penetrating writer of to-day has said, 
“Success is the science of being believed in.” There 
is a challenge to the Christian in that. For Christ 
is worthier to be believed in than any one. else in 
the universe. And Christ is the life of the wholly 
surrendered, wholly trusting Christian. Living in 
His fulness in any one, He will win the confidence 
of many in that one. Not of all,—for always some 
will not believe in Christ. But others will be ir- 
resistibly won to the supernatural and loving Pres- 
ence revealed in the members of His Body, So if 
we would succeed by being: believed in, let us sim- 
ply remember that the most successful life is “the 
life that is Christ.” 

Pat 


Getting It Direct 


What God thinks about any question in our lives 
we may learn directly from Him. “Tell me whether 
dancing is a sin,” asked a young ‘woman of a friend 
who had led her into a new life of surrender to 
Christ. It was about a week after her new step 
that the question of amusements came before her. 
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The Miracle of 


“IT won’t tell you,” her friend answered. “It is much 
better to get the information direct. You ask the 
Lord about that, and I’ll pray about it, too.” After 
further urging her friend to tell her opinion of the 
question and Ending her obdurate, the young woman 
agreed to take it to the Lord in prayer. Several days 
later they met. “Oh, I’ve got my answer,” she ex- 
claimed with a beaming face. There was no doubt 
what the answer was. “Isn’t it much sweeter to get 
it from Him, direct?” her friend asked. One of the 
privileges of. a completely surrendered Christian is 
to talk personally and intimately with the Lord Jesus 
at any moment of the day or night, and upon any 
conceivable subject. 
Fat 


Be Natural 


A Christian is “natural” only when he is filled 
with the Holy Spirit. To live the life that is Christ, 
some fear, would rob one of his individuality. It 
is quite otherwise: the Holy Spirit intensifies the 
personality at every point that is not sinful. A young 
woman whose friends knew her as a brilliant and 
attractive girl, overflowing with life and good 
spirits, but loving worldly pleasure and caring noth- 
ing for spiritual things, was transformed into a new 
girl who dresses in a new way, who cares nothing 
for the pleasures of the world, and whose passion is 
soul-winning. She is filled with the Spirit. A dis- 
cerning Christian woman who had known this girl 
in her old life, when she saw her a year after the 
miracle .change, remarked how beautifully natural 
she was now, in contrast to the old days, and how aH 
her qualities now showed to such advantage—she was 
winsome. “To be supernaturally natural makes you 
more natural than you naturally are.” 
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Sufficient Grace 


What Happened at a ‘* Rescue Mission for Christians ”’ 





CHRISTIAN woman—a very respectable church- 

member—was listening to the earnest message 

of the leader of an open air Vesper service at 
a summer conference. He was reminding his hearers 
of that difficult verse, “In nothing be anxious,” and 
he was daring to say that it was possible and a duty 
to live the Christian life without any worry or anx- 
1ety. 

The conference was just beginning, and the woman 
listening had not had a comfortable time since her 
arrival. The room assigned to her had not been to 
her liking ; things had gone wrong; she was upset and 
irritated. 

As she listened to the message, “In nothing be anx- 
ious,” she sniffed. “Humph,” she said to herself, “if 
he and some of the other leaders here were a little 
more anxious perhaps the rest of us might be more 
comfortable.” 

A week later the conference delegates met in the 
open air again, on Sunday afternoon, for a great 
“Say-So” meeting,—the redeemed of the Lord being 
given an opportunity to “say so”—to tell about any 
blessings that had come into their lives at the con- 
ference. For:three hours the meeting continued; 
nothing could stop it. More than one hundred per- 
sons arose to their feet, one after another, to tell in 
glad, grateful sentences of their new joy in their 
Lord. And toward the end of the meeting this Chris- 
tian woman arose and with a shining, happy face and 
an electric voice rang out the words, “I do thank 
God for that verse, ‘In nothing be anxious’; and I’m 
going home never to worry again.” 

She had been unable to escape the Miracle of Suffi- 
cient Grace which had flooded the lives of so many in 
such countless ways at that Victorious Life Confer- 
ence at Princeton, New Jersey, last month. Worry 
had been her sin, as it is the sin of so many Chris- 
tians. Now she saw it as a sin, and by faith she had 
accepted the sufficiency of Christ’s grace to cleanse 
it out of her life. 

A middle-aged business man was permitted of God, 
early this year, to pass through a crushing sorrow. 


His daughter, who had been married only a year and 
who was his co-worker and close companion, was 
burned to death. He wrote to The Sunday School 
Times that his faith had been shattered, and that he 
was planning to attend the Princeton Conference. 

He had not been there but a day or two when he 
“let go” in a trustful, sweeping surrender of his life 
to his Lord. Then, as the days of the conference 
went on, he just appropriated more’and more of 
Christ. And at that closing Say-So meeting none 
who heard him can ever forget the radiant joy of 
this broken-hearted father as he said, with a super- 
natural light in his face: “I came here seeking, and 
I found.” Then he went on, with the characteristic 
brightness and humor through which he had bright- 
ened other lives all through the week, “I’ve got one 
on Jacob. He tells us that he woke up and said the 
Lord ‘was in that place and he didn’t know it. J 
know it.” 

“My grace is sufficient for thee,” was the Scripture 
that God made omnipotent in many lives this year at 
Princeton Conference. Faith came by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God. People faced facts 
that God declares are so; and then they rejoiced, 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, that those 
— are so, and they quietly rested the whole case 
there. 

After the more than one hundred persons had testi- 
fied, that closing Sunday afternoon, to the blessing 
of new or restored victory in their lives, and the time 
was approaching when the meeting was to close, one 
of the leaders was prompted of God to say that he 
was sure there were some present whose hearts were 
heavy because they could not testify to the blessing 
they longed for. And he believed an opportunity 
should be given to all such who might wish to rise 
and testify to this fact,—their unmet need. 

Would any be brave enough to do this? Yes; the 
burden was heavy on some hearts, and more than 
twenty, either by speaking briefly or simply by ris- 
ing, told of their need of prayer that the Lord would 
enlighten them and set them wholly free; and a 
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volume of boving, pleading, and trusting prayer 
went up. . 

A minister was among these who arose. He said 
he was doing the hardest thing he had done in 
twenty-five years in ens to his feet. For, —— 
he had surrendered his life to the Lord, he said, he 
was not satisfied; he did not have the blessing that 
Princeton Conference had brought to so many. 

The next morning that minister was at the room 
of one of the leaders soon after six o’clock, and the 
two walked together to the dining hall where one had 
to take an early meal before his departure. “I have 
dene everything I could in this matter,” said the 
minister quietly, “but I can get no assurance of 
victory.” ek 4 

“Then take it without any assurance,” said his 
friend. “For by ‘assurance’ you mean a conscious- 
ness, a feeling, some evidence of some sort, that 
Christ is meeting your need. But he says to you 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ Now let’s stop for 
a moment, and you just tell him that you know that 
it is, on His bare word, and thank Him now for 
meeting all your needs.” And the two men stood 
together in the roadway in the early morning, while 
that minister, in blind faith, took all that he longed 
for on the simple word of Jesus that His grace is 
sufficient. Then the blessing was his. . ‘ 

At the beginning of the week a gray-haired physi- 
cian, well past seventy years of age, said impulsively 
to one of the leaders, “I want to say this to you; 
I’ve come here to Princeton for just one thing, 
Victory; and I’ve got to have it.” ae te 

“Then you'll get it,” said the other; “God will give 
it to you.” 

As they talked together the younger man thought 
he noticed the odor of tobacco on the physician, and 
was a little surprised, because as a rule a man who 
is hungering for victory is likely to have passed the 
point of surrender, giving up everything that might 
even seem to be questionable. Of course he said 
nothing about the tobacco to his friend, but he won- 
dered a little how that point would be taken care of. 

Early one morning about the middle of the week 
the physician came to this man and said, “I had a 
great victory last night.” Then to his friend’s sur- 
prise he went on, “I had been fighting the tobacco 
habit. Last night in our prayer group I pulled a cigar 
out of my pocket and laid it down before Dr.—, 
and said to him, ‘I’m fighting that, Doctor.’ 

“A little later another man in the prayer. group 
said to me, ‘Why do you fight it?’ 

“*Because I ought to give it up,’ said I. 

“*T wouldn’t fight it if I were you,’ said he. 

“Why not?’ I asked in surprise. 

“ ‘Because it’s not a good thing to fight it,’ said he. 
‘It’s really distrusting God to fight tobacco,’ he went 
on. ‘Why don’t you just trust the whole thing to 
God?” 

“Well,” the physician said in telling of his ex- 
perienee, “we three men then went down on our 
knees together, and we talked very plainly indeed to 
God about this matter.” 

He gave a happy little smile, and said abruptly, 
“It’s all over now. It’s gone. And when a man has 
been smoking from twelve to twenty cigars a day 
for fifty years that means a good deal.” 

The gray-haired physician had awakened that 
morning, practically for the first time in his life that 
he could remember, without any desire for tobacco. 
And as his friend saw him from day to day during 
the conference, after that, he would say with a smile, 
“It’s all right.” He explained later that it had been 
nearer sixty years than fifty that he had been smok- 
ing inveterately and excessively. The man whom God 
had used so marvelously to free this enslaved physi- 
cian had passed on to him what he, in turn, had re- 
ceived at Princeton Conference two years before, that 
it is better to trust than to fight. And, as the physi- 
cian told another conference leader the following 
week, after they were both back in the city together, 
“It’s victory at every point.” Not merely freedom 
from the power of tobacco, but freedom from the 
power of sin,—that is what the miracle of sufficient 
grace accomplishes. 

“I hope there is no one here,” said Mrs. Ralph 
Norton in a clear, fearless, God-given message on 
the miracle that God had wrought in her life even 
after she entered upon the evangelistic work with 
her husband among the soldiers of Great Britain and 
Belgium—“I hope there is no one here who is put- 
ting an experience before Jesus.” In a memorable 
message Mrs, Norton made very clear that the Vic- 
torious Life which Princeton Conference stands for 
is not merely “a blessing,” nor “an experience,” but 
a Person, Christ in his fulness: “just Himself.” 

How we may have Christ Himself as the fulness 
of our life was made inescapably plain at Princeton. 
The two simple conditions of this life of victory were 
kept constantly before all: surrender, and faith. We 
must give Christ all there is of ourselves before he 
can give us all there is of himself. 

Surrender was shown to mean the uttermost giv- 
ing up of all that we have and all that we are to the 
mastery of Jesus,—our worst, our best, our posses- 
sions, our past, our future, our life plans, our loved 
ones, our will, our self. 
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But as soon as we have made this complete and 
a suareases. a ed ges women ‘ 

rist instantly accepts the whole responsi re) 
iiving in us in his fulness, of accomplishing in us the 
miracle-victory over the power of all known sin, of 
producing in us all the fruit of the Spirit. Yet he 
cannot do this until we tell him that we know he is 
doing it; and we know this, not by am Spry + ay feel- 
ing, nor by any evidence, or any proof, or any mani- 
festation of any sort; only on the strength of his 
pledged word: “My e is sufficient for thee.” 

How patiently, how prevailingly, how gloriously 
God worked the miracle of accomplishing both sur- 
render and faith in the lives of those who attended 
Princeton Conference! 

At the close of one of the meetings a woman came 
up to the speaker and said that she had surrendered 
everything, and had done everything that she had 
been told she ought to do, yet nothing had hap- 
pened. She was having no such experience as so 
many of the others were talking about. The speaker 
showed her that she must accept cy from the 
Lord, in blind faith, before “anything happened.” 
She must believe that Christ was now doing in her 
life all that was necessary for the miracle, because 
she had his word that his grace was sufficient for her. 

“Do you believe?” he asked her. ? 

“I do,” she said in a quict, confident tone of as- 
surance. And the miracie began. 

At the Inquiry Meeting at the close of the week 
questions were being asked and answered, when one 
of the delegates said that his difficulty was that he 
had been having certain failures, which he named, 
in his life. The leader of the meeting reminded him 
that those failures were in the past; and then he 
asked him whether now, at five o’clock on Saturday 
afternoon, the 22d of July, he was ready to trust 
the Lord Jesus Christ to work the whole miracle 
of the new life in him. The whole meeting was 
blessed as the man quietly but quickly rose to his 
feet, and, stirred with deep emotion, spoke the 
words, “By the grace of God I do trust him now.” 
That was the step of faith that Christ instantly 
honors and blesses with His very fulness in the life. 
We can all believe Christ in that way. Let us do so 
now. 

A business man .from New York ran over to 
Princeton with a letter of introduction to one of the 
leaders, to confer about a foreign missionary work 
that he represented. He dropped in at a meeting in 
which the truth of the Victorious Life was being 
set forth. Going to the dining-room with the 
leader of that meeting, as they sat together at din- 
ner he began asking questions about the Victorious 
Life, showing that he was quite ignorant of this 
truth, perhaps having heard of it for the first time 
that day. He asked whether there were at the con- 
ference any business men who were in the thick of 
things in the business world, and who: at the same 

(Continued on page 501) 




















“ Paper, and Ink—and Prayer!” 


In an issue of The Sunday School Times some two 
or three years ago was an article about the League of 
the Golden Pen. I decided to give it a trial, and I have 
been so pleased and gratified with the response that 
has been given those letters. I thought at first there 
wouldn’t be many to write to, but I have been so sur- 
prised how many people seemed in need of a letter. It 
13 such a responsive ministry. . 


“ For there’s never a friend so far from you, 
That a message cannot reach; 
And there’s never a heart so full of woe, 
That a love-word cannot teach. 
And there’s never a soul in this sad old world, 
Crushed under a weight of care, 
That cannot bend to a loving friend 
Who has paper and ink—and. prayer!” 
—A New York User of the Golden Pen. 
“T write a letter, 
At least once a month, 
In the spirit of Christ, 
To stranger, friend or kin, 
To give cheer, courage or counsel,” 


is the passport to membership in the League of the 
Golden Pen. The League has no officers, no commit- 
tees, no by-laws, no dues, only members. “You initi- 
ate yourself into membership,” writes the founder of 
the League, “when you write your first letter with 
the golden pen, and you continue in good and regu- 
lar standing as long as you write at least one such 
letter a month.” 

A number of years ago the League of the Golden 
Pen was founded by the Rev. E. H. Byington, of 
Massachusetts, or, as he would put it, the movement 
received a new impetus by the article that he wrote 
entitled “The League of the Golden Pen.” Mr. 
Byington says that “the inspirer of this League was 
a traveling man, whose business led him into many 
countries. He took the first step in this direction one 
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day when he was in Greece, but more fully illustrated 
it, some years later, when in Italy during a period of 
enforced leisure.” Paul, the pioneer of this move- 
ment, and John, Peter, James, and Jude, Mr. Bying- 
ton counts the patron saints of the League of the 
Golden Pen. 

A card of membership in the League has been pre- 
pared, with a simple device on the back for recording 
the number of letters written with the golden pen. 
Any one desiring this reminder to place on his desk or 
with writing material, together with a leaflet con- 
ee By 5 Byington’s message about the League 
and what kind of letters its members can write, may 
secure them for five cents. Copies of the leaflet, for 
distribution to encourage such letter writing, and 
also copies of the card, can be obtained, in orders of 
five or more, at the rate of two cents for each leaflet 
or for each card. Address “The League of the Gol- 
den Pen, The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 


“Lord, place within my hand thy pen of light, 
‘o write to some discouraged, suff’ring one 
A word of cheer,—strong, glowing words of help; 
And brighten all his day like shine of sun.” 


at 
Real Estate and Sunday Papers 


Being in the real estate business, the question of 
using the Sunday newspaper is continually coming up. 
For many years we have avoided it, and dislike exceed- 
ingly to use it. Yet the following arguments are to be 
considered: 

1. The real estate advertising, we believe, is looked 
over and answered very largely on Monday, though 
“For Rent” advertisements would looked over prob- 
ably on Sunday by those looking on that day. 

2. All other real estate firms that I know about use 
the Sunday papers, including a number of firms whose 
heads are real Christians. 

.3. If you represent a client exclusively, and he de- 

ends upon you to do the very best that can be done 
or him to sell or rent his property, is it right to him 
not to advertise on Sunday? 

4. Sunday being the big day, salesmen in my office 
have come to feel that advertisements on weekdays are 
not noticed, and do not draw the answers that the 
Sunday advertisements do; in order to keep salesmen 
satisfied it becomes almost moqecaney to use these. 

For years I have felt surprised that Christian men, 
heads of real estate firms, would use the Sunday paper; 
the writer is a teacher in Sunday-school.—A Chicago 
Business Man. 


Whatever any one else believes, this Chicago busi- 
tess man is clear in his own mind that the Sunday 
newspaper is not a good thing, not pleasing to God. 
His letter shows that he is convinced of this. So the 
question with him is a simple one: can a desired end 
ever justify our using a method that we believe is 
not pleasing to God? 

The answer to that question is equally simple: it 
cannot. God never asks a man to do wrong in or- 
der that good may come of it. 

If successful real estate business depends upon the 
use of a method that we are clearly convinced is 
wrong, then there is only one thing to do: get out 
of that business into some other that does not depend 
upon the use of any wrong method. 

Of course these are searching conclusions. They 
cut deep into the life of any man. They quietly face 
him with the question, Is my entire life wholly sur- 
rendered to the will of God? Am I ready to go down 
into business failure, if necessary, rather than move 
a hair’s breadth away from the center of the will of 
God as I understand it? But God cannot bless any 
man as he would until just that sweeping, uncondi- 
tional, self-abandoning surrender has been made. 
Then God can and will, if the man continues to 
“trust and obey,” pour such blessings into that 
man’s life, temporal, financial, as well as spiritual, 
that every day will be a fresh amazement at the re- 
sources and the outpoured riches of the heavenly 
Father. 

Another side to the question is that it may be 
surprisingly possible to succeed in the real estate 
business, abundantly caring for the interests of 
clients, and keeping salesmen happy and successful, 
without using Sunday papers or arty other method 
that is questionable. God has done more wonderful 
things than that many a time in the life- of a sur- 
rendered and trusting Christian business man. It 
may be God’s purpose to do so in the life of this 
Chicago Sunday-school teacher. Taking high ground, 
if along with it go real business insight, sound com- 
mon sense, and unsparingly hard work, does not as 
a rule antagonize either customers or employees. 

But God alone knows just what His plans are for 
this earnest seeker. God will make them very clear 
to him if he meets the simple conditions of knowing 
God’s_ will,—-surrender, faith, seeking out God’s 
Word, prayer, the counsel of trusted Christian 
friends, and with it all—common sense. 
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When “The Morning Act of Faith” was printed in 
The Sunday School Times of July 8, a typographical 
error occurred in the mention of the address where 
the motto-cards could be obtained (at 3 cents each, 
or 15 cents a dozen copies). The correct address is 
the Rev. J. K. Coit, Nacoochee Institute, Sautee, 
Georgia (instead of Santee). 
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Missionary Zeal in the War Zones and at Home 





The month's outlook from the Times’ Misssionary Watch Tower 
———— 





The Missionary Note at Princeton 


HE placing of divine omnipotence at the dis- 

I posal of a Spirit-filled child of God was thrill- 

ingly told by Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston at 
Princeton Conference. ; 

Sanely and scripturally emphasizing the possibility 
of the victorious life in Christ as few other confer- 
ences in America do, and therefore supplying a dis- 
tinct spiritual need of the times, the missionary note 
is sounded in trumpet tones at Princeton. The vic- 
torious life and the desire to obey the Great Com- 
mission automatically couple them. 

Dr. Johnston’s theme was “The Atmosphere of 
Spiritual Power.” God, able and willing, exerts His 
omnipotence in the presence of faith. When the 
speaker was abroad, William Jessup, Presbyterian 
missionary in Syria, told him of a remarkable experi- 
ence. The missionary had a heart burdened for the 
salvation of eleven Mohammedan men. In his in- 
tense earnestness to save them, he decided to shut 
himself in his study for a week for prayer and Bible 
study in order to discover the reason for his own 
powerlessness. Almost the first place he turned to 
was the fall of Jericho, and the sense of God’s 
power got a new hold on the missionary. Before the 
week ended two of the eleven men came to him, and 
found the Saviour in his study. Within three weeks 
the remaining nine had been brought to Christ. 

Rev. Edwin E. Calverley, y eeceingy d in the sun- 
scorched sands of neglected Arabia, dressed in the 
curious Arab garb, spoke to a roomful in Alexander 
Hall, thus enabling those to hear him who could not 
attend his missionary group study. After relating 
much of his own loving service, he told a beautiful 
story of Dr. P. W. Harrison, who; after the refusal 
of a Mohammedan father to give his blood for trans- 
fusion into the veins of an idiot son, cut his own 
left arm, took out a piece of vein for use as a drain, 
and through this channel poured his.rich red blood 
into the body of the boy. .The operation, sad to say, 
was unsuccessful, but the self-sacrifice of the physi- 
cian created great amazement among the Mohamme- 
dans. 

Mrs. Alice E. McClure, former missionary to the 
Punjab and now teacher of the Bible in Westmins- 
ter College, in addressing a morning meeting in Mil- 
ler Chapel, quoted some writer’s apt comparison of 
the Buddhist—with his hope for eventual absorption 
into Nirvana—to a baby monkey, clinging to the back 
of its mother (representing Buddhism itself) as she 
leaped from tree to tree. It didn’t know what acci- 
dent might happen or what harm might befall. It 
merely clung and hoped for the best. Thus the 
Buddhist clings, half despairing, half-hopeful to his 
religion. Mohammedism, on the other hand, is like 
the cat carrying her kitten in its mouth. If she drops 
her baby, it is “kismet,” “it is from Allah,” “it {s 
fate!” How different from Buddhism with its un- 
certainty and Mohammedism with its fatalism, is 
Christianity, holding forth a Saviour who is the good 
Shepherd of his sheep, confident always that they 
will be led beside still waters and in green pastures. 

It was a rich treat to hear by word of mouth from 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton of the work they 
have done amongst the Belgian soldiers; and Robert 
E. Speer gave one of his always inspiring missionary 
messages. 

Miss Bell, a colporteur of the American Bible So- 
ciety, who traveled alone through the southernmost 
countries of South America for four years, gave to 
one of the missionary groups a thrilling account of 
conversions from the reading of the Bible itself. She 
underwent no little persecution, and the children, un- 
der superstitious persuasion from authorities, several 
times stoned her. 

Mr. W. G. A. Millar, of Pittsburgh, Purchasing 
Agent of the American Bridge Company, in a testi- 
mony before one of the groups, told something of 
his passion for personal work, “fishing for men in 
the American business world,” as he puts it. Neither 
Miss Bell nor Mr. Millar was on the -program as a 
speaker. They attended the conference as dele- 
gates, but, in their instance, as in others, the Holy 
Spirit seemed plainly to have a hand in making ad- 
justments and rearrangements on the program 
throughout the entire conference. 

Numerous young people at the conference were 
volunteers for the foreign field, and definite appoint- 
ments were made for them to meet with the leaders 





1 Princeton Conference met in Princeton, New Jersey, 
from July 15 to 23. In the leading editorial in this week’s 
issue Mr. Trumbull gives further glimpses of the confer- 
ence, and in last week’s issue Mr. Robert C. McQuilkin 
yeote on “When Faith Let God Work at Princeton Con- 
erence. 


of the various mission study groups for prayer and 
guidance. 

These incidents 
ary spirit abound 
of the Missionary Watch 


ive some idea of how the mission- 
at the conference. As the Editor 
Tower himself taught a 


mission group, he is not in a position to give any defi-- 
t 


nite report of the splendid teaching of the other mis- 
sion groups, the one on “India Awakening,” led by 
Mrs. McClure; “Korea in Transition,” led by the Rev. 
Walter Erdman, Presbyterian Missionary to Korea, 
“Daybreak in the Dark Continent,” led by Pastor Or- 
son R. Palmer, Home Director of the Africa Inland 
Mission; “The Moslem World,” led by the Rev. Ed- 
win E. Calverley; “Old Spain in New America,” led 
by Rev. James A. McAllister, missionary in Porto 
Rico, and President of the Union Seminary in 
Mayaguez. But those who attended these classes 
pens of rich blessings received. 
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The Two-Edged Sword in the War 


Tt Empress of Russia herself has gone to the 
front to help the wounded and has taken for dis- 
tribution 20,000 copies of the New Testament, sup- 
plied by the Scripture Gift Mission. Leaflet B, issued 
by this Mission, especially comments on two “striking 
events”: First, how God “has led the highest in the 
land to help in spreading the Word,” and second, 
“the almost universal desire, especially among the 
soldiers, for his Word.” Those in the trenches or 
camps often walk six or eight miles to get a five- 
cent copy of the New Testament. 

A Petrograd distributor writes: “Again and again 
I am told that the wounded soldiers in the hospitals 
say to those who would give them tracts, ‘We do 
not want these, we want God’s Word.’” Already 
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On the Missionary Firing Line 


Miss Timber in Utah.—During a revival in Ogden, 
Utah, which reached the Mormon residents of that com- 
munity, seventy-five young people volunteered for the mis- 
sion field. ' 

The Koran in the Vernacular.—For the first time in 1,000 
years “the Heavenly Classic,” as the Chinese Mohammedans 
call the Koran, is to be translated from the Arabic into 
common Chinese. 


Zionists Hear Two Great Leaders.—Justice Brandeis, the 
first Jew ever appointed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and Wm. lackstone, author of “Jesus is Com- 
ing,” by special invitation addressed the annual Zionist 
meeting in Philadelphia early in July. 

China’s President on Missions.—China’s new President, 
Li Yuan Hung, listened sympathetically to Sherwood 
Eddy’s spoken Christian message two years ago, and be- 
lieves heartily in the right of liberty of conscience guaran- 
teed in China’s republican Constitution. 

The Times as a Globe Trotter.—As the result of the re- 
cent interview in the Missionary Watch Tower with Mrs. 
C. Voehringer, the Gold Coast Missionary worker who came 
to America on the Appam, T Voehringer, a Basel Mission- 
ary in the Kamerun, but deported to Spain, got the first 
news since the war’s beginning of his brother. 


For the 2,000,000 Russian Prisoners.—The Record of Chris- 
tian Work is making an effort to raise $200,000 to send 
workers and Scripture portions to the 2,000,000 Russian 
prisoners in Germany and Austria, believing this to be an 
unprecedented opportunity to begin the evangelization of 
Russia through soldiers returning home when the war ends. 

Four New Missionary Bishops.—In ‘electing four mission- 
ary bishops, one to go to Seoul, one to Buenos Aires, and 
two to Africa, one of the latter being himself a negro, Rev. 
Alexander S. Camphor, president of Central Alabama Col- 
lege, the adrennial ethodist General Conference at 
Saratoga in May exhibited an obedience to the Master’s 
word “Go” that will surely be pleasing to Him. 

Slim Chance to Halt the Liquor.—In view of the export 
of liquor to Portuguese possessions in West Africa, a bill 
(H. R. 10,924) has en introduced by Congressman Gillett, 
of Massachusetts, says the Missionary Herald, to prohibit 
such exports. eery of the House Committee on Alco- 
holic Liquor Trafhe reveals that while a hearing or two 
was held on this bill, nothing has been done about it. 

Those Million Testaments.—Through contributions re- 
ceived from Sunday-school scholars and adults in the 
United States, the orld’s Sunday School Association, in 
co-operation with the American Bible Society, has provided 
nearly s00,000 Testaments and spels for the European 
soldiers. A nickel buys a Testament or a Gospel—and more 
nickels are urgently needed to complete the million that the 
American Sunday-schools are planning to give. 

House Boat Evangelism in China.—The Lord’s blessing 
upon a special ovangqetlatic effort in Hunan province was 
described by Dr. F. A. Keller at the China Inland Mission 
Annual Conference at Niagara-on-the-Lake, on June 20 
Twenty-four eramgneets on two house-boats went through 
the towns and villages of a district, evangelizing, two 
two, practically every house. Director General D. E. 
Hoste came from China to attend the conference. 

Bibles Before Breakfast.—On Chando, an island 100 miles 
southeast of Mokpo, Korea, one in an archipelago of sev- 
eral hundred, three colporteurs scld 474 Gospels before break- 
fast one seaening. On forty islands over 7,300 Gospels and 

av 


other portions ve been sold in heathen homes. Says 
Rev. H. D. McCallie, who superintends this colportage for 
the B. F. M. S.: “God is calling his own out of Korea even 


from these little lost islands, where no one ever goes, to 
meet our Master at his coming.” 





By Howard A. Banks 





3,550,500 copies of Gospels and Testaments have been 
distributed free, and 2,000,000 more Testaments are 
needed at once. For $5 the Mission promises that “at 
least 400 copies will be spread” among the 20,000,000 
troops and the 5,000,000 prisoners of the world war. 

The Sunday School Times readers know through 
the letters of Mrs. Ralph C. Norton how she and her 
husband have been used in distributing the Bible por- 
tions of the Scripture Gift Mission among the Bel- 
gian soldiers. A recent report to the Mission tells 
of the conversion of an Alsatian Jewish soldier “sent 
to Marseilles for repairs.” Dismissed from the army 
because of disabilities he secured work in a flour 
mill, and this is his statement: “Jesus has delivered 
me. I feel like a bird. I can handle the sacks of 
flour like playthings, for the Saviour gives me a 
helping hand.” 

The Bishop of Durham is president of the Mission. 
In this country, Dr. C. I. Scofield, Professor C. R. 
Erdman, Pastor D. M. Stearns, Robert E. Speer, and 
others are members of the Special American Com- 
mittee. The Mission .was organized in England 
years ago to send the Scriptures to soldiers and 
sailors. Its service increased tremendously because 
of the war. It has no paid agents, distributing only 
through colporteurs, chaplains, missionaries aad 
Christian workers. Its booklets are going to every 
country touched by the war. Contributions should be 
sent to Asa S. Wing, special treasurer, 409 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Eating Grass or. Starving 


AS missionaries have been ordered from 
interior Turkey to Constantinople. The buildings 
of Anatolia College, with 400 students, were in May 
rudely requisitioned by the Government. A party of 
eight missionaries from Eastern Turkey, homeward 
bent, has been held at Beirut since January, Turkey 
refusing to allow the United States Steamship 
Des Moines to take them off. Wherever the Rus- 
sians are in control, missions fare better... The 
American Board now has four stations under: the 
Russian flag, Van, Bitlis, Erzroom and Trebizond. 
But there is sad destitution as the result. of the 
cruel Armenian Dispersion, and 1,000,000 of this 
people are left in Turkey, Persia, Syria and Pales- 
tine, and are eating grass or starving to death, 

Indescribable things happened in Erzroom just 
before its capture by the Russians. Out of 20,000 
Armenians only 200 escaped massacre or exile. 
Thirty of these were saved by Mr. Stapleton, of the 
American Board, in his home. He several times. in- 
formed the insistent Moslems that they could. only 
take the Armenian girls out of his house over his 
dead body. - 


Mexico and Missions 


ti United States could better afford to spend 
$10,000,000 for schools and constructive improve- 
ments than $200,000,000 and 100,000 men ir forcible 
destruction and reconstruction” in Mexico, is the 
composite opinion as to the missionary situation in 
that distressed country, as expressed in a sym- 
posium from the various mission headquarters in the 
Missionary Review of the World. All the missions 
deprecate the idea of intervention, and rejoice that 
a peaceful settlement now seems possible. There 
were 294 missionaries in Mexico in 1910, with 75 
stations and 520 out-stations. The present mission- 
ary force on the field is 34. While the official speech 
is Spanish, there are 70 languages and dialects spoken 
amongst the 37 Indian tribes. English has become 
popular as a polite speech. General Carranza insists 
that the dominant party is not anti-Christian, but 
merely anti-clerical—that is, objecting to priests or 
church officials having any hand in politics. 
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The Arab Revolt Against the Turk 


"Loe revolt of the Arabians against Turkey di- 
vides Islam into two warring camps, and, if it is 
successful, it will probably mean eventual control of 
the Arabian peninsula by Western civilization, which 
would be a boon to Christian missions. Turkish 
overlordship has never been relished by the Arabians, 
a fact which is responsible for the failure of the 
holy war proclaimed by the Sultan of Turkey and 
the Sheik-ul-Islam at the beginning of the world 
war. The Shereef of Mecca, the place of Moham- 
med’s birth, has raised three armies, each commanded 
by one of his three sons. The Turks still hold Me- 
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dina, the other of the great pilgrimage cities, but the 
destruction of the Hejaz railroad cuts off reinforce- 
ments and the Arabs threaten the flank of the Turko- 
German _army intended to invade Eeyot. Says the 
August Missionary Review of the World: 


As the Arabs of Arabia are generally in friendly 
relations with Great Britain or under its politi- 
cal control; the Moslems of India are fighting in 
Europe under the British banners, and the Algerian 
Moslems are fighting valiantly for France, this 
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Arabian revolt- splits the Moslem-world into two 
warring halves, with the pilgrimage cities and holy 
places already, or soon to be, in possession of 
Moslems affiliated with the allied powers. The 
partitioning of Islam and the uprising of the 
Arabian may help to seal the fate of the eastern 
campaigns. Bagdad, Jerusalem and Damascus are 
old seats of Arabian power, and the pressure of 
revolt may help to seal the fate of Turkish armies 
fighting in the Caucasus and ‘on the shores of the 
Agean and the Black Seas. 





Mastering Second Corinthians 


‘Its picture of the world’s greatest soul-winner By james M. Gray, D.D., Moods mibie . 








Paul’s letters were not wrought out in the quiet, leisurely retirement of a study, with 

its shelves of reference books and its encouragements to careful meditation. They 

were struck off at white heat, often in the midst of the hottest battle, having been 

called forth by some crisis or need in the church he was addressing. Second 

Corinthians is one of these crisis epistles, and the Holy Spirit pours forth God’s 

infallible wuth through this man Paul as he pictures the true ambassador of Christ,— 
his work, his sufferings, his glory, and the source of his power. 


line of all of Paul’s epistles, but it will yield to 
our study if we persist in it with diligence and 
prayer, and the achievement will be a great victory. 

Begin. at once to read the whole epistle through 
at a single reading, without observing the division 
into chapters and verses. Do not try to memorize it 
as you read, and do not pause or turn aside for ex- 
planations of this or that. Read it again after the 
same manner, and again, and again. Remember that, 
if you are a regenerated soul through faith in Christ, 
the Holy Spirit dwells in you, and for the purpose of 
leading you into the truth. Seek His guidance con- 
tinually, and expect it to be given. 

You will not have read this book more than twice 
before discovering a natural break at chapters 8 and 
9, and it will simplify your further study if you 
divide the. book at that point. Let chapters I to 7 
constitute Part I; chapters 8 and g Part II; and 
chapters 10 to 13 Part III. 


Why Paul Wrote This Letter 


. “Paul had left Ephesus when his First Epistle had 
been written to this church, and had crossed into 
Macedonia and was now in Philippi (Comp. Acts 
19:23 to 20:1-3 with 8:1 to 9:2 of this epistle). 
The reception given his first letter had been gener- 
ally favorable, but not all had submitted to his re- 
buke, and adversaries who opposed his teaching be- 
fore were more virulent than ever now, seeking to 
undermine his authority as an apostle. 

“It was therefore with a twofold purpose he wrote 
this second letter, to comfort some whom he had 
‘made sorry’ by his previous one and to defend his 
character and authority against those who impugned 
both. For this reason, as Alford says, ‘we find con- 
solation and rebuke, gentleness and severity, earn- 
estness and irony, succeeding one another at short 
intervals and without notice.’ 

“The first seven chapters are taken up with an 
account of his principles of action; chapters 8 and 9 
are an appeal for the collection for the poor saints 
at Jerusalem, and the remaining chapters are a 
straight-out defense of his apostolic authority.”— 
Christian Worker’s Commentary. 


I. Paul’s Principles of Action 

1. Here we have as usual the greeting or saluta- 
tion (1:1, 2). 

2. Then the thanksgiving, beginning at verse 3, and 
continuing some might say through verse 12. 

3. It is at verse 13 that Paui really enters upon hs 
subject, explaining first why he changed his mind 
about visiting them. It would seem that his enemies 
had taken advantage of this fact to make a charge 
against him; but it was to spare them the further 
rebuke which he must have given them that he did not 
come at the time promised (1:13 to 2:4). 

4. His previous rebuke of the immoral person is 
now referred to. That person’s punishment had been 
sufficient, and he is now to be forgiven and restored 
(vs. 5-11). Perhaps verses 12 and 13 suggest ’a fur- 
ther reason for Paul’s going into Macedonia. before 
visiting Corinth. 

5. At all events his ministry is declared to have 
been a triumphant one notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of his enemies (2:14 to 3:3). 

6. ‘It was also a spiritual one as distinguished from 
— of the false teachers he combats (vs. 
4-18). 


G ine of Corinthians is the most difficult to out- 


The Christian Worker’s Commentary, by Dr. Gray, 
gives a constructive treatment of the whole Bible Sdmirably 
erranged. for study. It may be ordered from The Sunday 
School Times Co., at $2. 


Verses 13 and 14, referring to Exodus 34: 33-35, 
are rather obscure because of a wrong rendering of 
the Old Testament passage. The Revised Version 
indicates that the Israelites saw the glory on Moses’ 
face as he spake; but when he had ceased the veil 
was put on that they might not look on the end, 
i, e., the fading of that transitory glory. To quote 
Alford again, they were permitted to see it as long 
as it was necessary to be seen as a credential of his 
ministry, but then it was withdrawn. Thus the 
declaration of God’s will to them was not in open- 
ness of speech, but interrupted and broken by inter- 
vals of concealment. This was not the case in the 
Christian dispensation of which Paul was a min- 
ister. 

7. It might be added that it was an honest minis- 
try in the sense that the apostle’s life harmonized 
with the truth he preached (4: 1-7). 

8. From the characterization of his. ministry he 
next speaks of the trials he endured in it (4: 8-15), 
the comfort he experienced (4:16 to 5:8), and the 
motive which actuated him (vs. 14-21). 

9. Finally, he appeals to the church not to receive 
the grace of God in vain (6:1-10); not to be un- 
equally yoked together (6:2 to 7:1); and not to 
reject him and his teachings (7: 2-16). 

In the breaking up of this division valuable aid has 
been gotten from “The Glory of the Ministry,” by 
Professor Dr. A. T. Robertson (Fleming H. Revell, 
New York City, $1.25 net). This exposition is new, 
and the richest piece of work of its kind I have seen 
in a long while. Its helpfulness for ministers and 
teachers is as great along spiritual lines as those 
strictly exegetical. 


II. The Collection for the Poor Saints 


Now the epistle is easier to analyze. We have 
only to read it sufficiently often to gather the num- 
ber of reasons Paul employs to move the Cor- 
inthians to give. 

“It seems,” as another says, “that the mother 
church at Jerusalem was passing through stormy 
days, and its common chest was replenished by all 
the daughter churches. Macedonia, in its poverty, 
had contributed liberally, but the wealthy and flour- 
ishing Corinthians had been backward, and hence 
the apostle devotes nearly one-sixth of his letter 
to arguments and pleadings for greater generosity.” 

Make your own outline of Paul’s arguments, then 
compare it with the following, abbreviated from the 
author’s Synthetic Bible Studies (Revell, $1.50) : 


1. The example of the churches in Macedonia 
(8: 1-4). They were poor, yet lavish. The effect 
of divine grace on their hearts. 

2. The sense of congruity in the Christian: life 
(8:7). They already abounded in other gifts, such 
as faith, utterance and knowledge; liberality there- 
fore was expected. Its absence would be a defect 
in the symmetry of their spiritual experience. 

3. A proof of their love and gratitude to Jesus 
Christ .(8:8, 9), who, though rich, yet for their 
sakes had become poor. 

4. The consideration of what they proféssed ‘to be 
willing to do. Regard for their promises (8: 10, 11). 

5. The offering would be appreciated not accord- 
ing to its size, but according to the spirit. in which 
it was given (8:12). 

. The care of the poor saints should. not fall on 
a few, but all should be equally burdened (8: 13-15). 

7. The apostle’s honor was at stake (8:24, also 
9:3, 4). He had boasted of their willingness. 

8. As they sowed they would reap (9: 6). 

9. God was able to reward them (9: 8-11). 
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= 10. They would thus glorify God (9: 13). 
< 11. They would thus secure the prayers and love 
of the saints (9:14). 
‘ Pastors looking ‘for homiletic suggestions will be 
interested in this further division of these chapters 
in the Scofield Reference Bible: 
- I. The example of Macedonia (8: 1-6). 
~ 2. The exhortation (8: 7-15). 

3. The messengers (8:16 to 9:5). 

4 The encouragement (9: 6-15). 

rom the same source we get a eueneainty up of 

the general doctrine of Christian giving, as follows: 

1. It is a “grace,” i. ¢., a disposition created by the 
Spirit (8:7). © 

2. In contrast with the law, which imposed giving 
as a divine requirement, it is voluntary, and a test 
of sincerity and love (8: 8-12; 9:1, 2, 5, 7). 

3. The privilege is universal, belonging according 
to ability, to rich and poor (8:1-3; 12-15. Com. 
1 Cor. 16:1, 2). 

4. It is to be proportioned to income (8: 12-14. 
Com. 1 Cor. 16:2). The Old Testament proportion 
was the tithe, a proportion which antedates the law 
(Gen. 14: 20). 

5. Its rewards are joy (8:2); increased ability to 
give in proportion to that which has been already 
given (9:7-11); increased thankfulness to God 
(9: 12) ; God and the Gospel glorified (9: 13, 14). 


III. Paul’s Defense of His Authority 


In this division more particularly we see that in- 
terchange of gravity and irony which has been re- 
ferred to. 

Limiting ourselves to chapter 10, with what had 
Paul been charged? That he was in their presence 
different from what he seemed when absent. How is 
the charge replied to? (vs. ‘1, 2.) 

Judging by the close of verse 2, what other reflec- 
tion had been made upon him, and how is it met? 
(vs. 3-6.) 

Still a third objection to him is dealt with in 
verses 7-18. They had judged him on a false basis; 
what was it? (v. 7.) This had led to what addi- 
tional: reproach? (v. 10.) What warning follows? 
(v. 11.) What implied rebuke is found in the re- 
maining verses? ‘To whom does it apply? And 
how, by contrast, does it reveal Paul’s spirit and 
motive? 

Summing up this chapter, may we say that it is 
his defense of his authority against their charges of 
carnality and cowardice? 

Coming to ¢hapters fr and 12, how does he reply 
to the criticism of a lack of eloquence? (v. 6.) What 
shows that his very self-denial had been misin- 
terpreted and blamed upon him? (vs. 7-12.) How 
are his chief accusers characterized? -(vs. 13-16.) 
In what way does he now defend himself against 
them? (11:17 to 12:6.) 

In view of his exalted privilege in Christ, how had 
Paul been providentially restrained from sinful 
pride? (12:7-10.) How does he rebuke the church 
for this necessity of “boasting” which had been laid 
upon him? (vs. 11, 12.) To what charge does he 
recur in verses 13-18? Point out the irony in 
verse 13. Does he propose to change his plan in this 
particular of receiving support from them? (v. 14.) 
Point out the irony in verse 16. What charge 
against him does he wish to avoid in such action? 
(v. 17.) How far had he applied the principle in 
dealing with them? (v. 18.) What explanation or 
apology for this “defense” is now given? (vs. 19-21.) 

In the concluding chapter (v. 13) what method of 
procedure does Paul propose on his third visit to 
the Corinthians? (v. 1.) What threat accompanies 
it? (v. 2.) By what power will it be executed? 
(vs. 3, 4.) What advice is given them in the prem- 
ises? (vs. 5, 6.) How do verses 7 to 10 express the 
spirit and motive of his rebuke of them? What are 
the concluding exhortations, promises and commands? 


Paul’s Ambition 


After mastering an epistle like this in outline, it 
is desirable to go back over the work and mark mat- 
ters calling for special study or inquiry. For ex- 
ample, note 

Paul’s Ambition (5:9-13). In reference to the 
Lord’s second coming, Paul might be “present” in his 
physical body on the earth when He came, or he 
might be “absent” in the sense that he had passed 
out of the body in death. But in either event he 
must appear before His “judgment seat” when He 
came. This “judgment seat of Christ” is not the 
same as that in Revelation 20. The latter is the last 
judgment, which takes place at the end of the world; 
this of which Paul speaks is a judgment only of the 
disciples of Christ at His, second coming. It is not 
to determine the question whether they are saved or 
lost, which was settled at the moment of their re- 
ceiving Christ as their Saviour and Lord; but rather 
to.determine the question of their reward or loss 
of reward in the coming manifested kingdom. The 
word “terror” is translated “fear” in the Revised 
Version, and refers to the godly fear of all true 
disciples. It was this fear which explained Paul’s 
earnestness as a soul-winner. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 3 (2 Cor. x : 21 to 12: 10) 





The End Time as Seen 
in Revelation 


The concluding part of the ninth article in 
the series “‘ What Do the Prophets Say?” 


By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 






to the Apostle John, to rite the things which 
thou hast seen, and the thi which are, and the 
things which shall be after these” (Rev. 1:19), 
falls into three general diyisions, and these again 
into sub-divisions. ’ 

The first, or “the things which thou hast seen” is 
chapter 1. “The things which are,” the churches 
in Asia, arranged in an order which is prophetic of 
the whole history of the Church on earth, is in 
chapters 2 and 3. 

it is, Fast the third division which bulks 
largest in The Revelation. 
cated in the command to “write” by the words, “the 
things which shall be after these,” that is, after the 
churches. The church period ends with Thyatira 
(Romanism), Philadelphia (the true believers in 
the Protestant erent), and Laodicea (the mass 
of mere’ profession in Protestantism), in view. In 
Rome there is a “rest,” or remnant (Rev. 2: 24) 
of true believers. These, together with the Phila- 
delphian believers throughout the Protestant 
churches, are caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air (John 14: 1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4: 14- 
17; Rev. 2: 24-29; 4:1), thus leaving on the earth 
to pass through the great tribulation the mass of 
mere Christian profession, whether Roman or 
Protestant. Then follows (deducting certain paren- 
thetical passages which have nothing to do with the 
narrative) “the things which shall be.” } 

And these are the very things which Daniel fore- 
told concerning the end of the “times of the Gen- 
tiles’—the end-time of this age. The essential dif- 
ference is that the Patmos vision enters more into 
detail. The central figure is still the “prince that 
shall come,” the “Little Horn,” the “abomination,” 
the “man of sin”; but here he is the “Beast” (Rev. 
13: 1-7). 

.” his great prophetic picture of the end the 
symbols which have already appeared in Daniel, 
and which have there acquired definite meanings, 
recur. Again we have the Gentile world-power in 
ten kingdoms; again we have these federated into 
one empire which, as in. Daniel 7, is itself called 
“beast” (comp. Dan. 7:3, 5, 7; Rev. 13:1-3), and 
a “beast” emperor rules over the restored “beast” 
empire (Dan. 7:8; Rev. 13: 4-8). As in Daniel the 
duration of his full power is “forty and two months” 
(Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:5). 

The Revelation also gives the full detail of that 
which makes the great tribulation to be a time of 
unparalleled horror. The awful tyranny of the 
beast, to whom has been given over the full power 
of Satan, and who is aided by the antichrist, the 
“beast” out of the earth (Rev. 13: 2-17), is but one 
element in that horror. Already the “trumpet” 
judgments are in the earth, and now, at the begin- 
ning of the last half of Daniel’s seventieth “week” 
of this age—the three and one-half years of the 
great tribulation—the seven “vials of the wrath of 
God” (Rev. 16:1-21) are poured out “upon the 
earth.”. And in this fact alone, that the great tribula- 
tion is a manifestation of the wrath of God upon 
the earth, is proof conclusive that the church is no 
longer on earth, for the church is not “appointed 
unto wrath.” 

It must be remembered that these judgments upon 
the earth and the nations have nothing to do with 
individuals, as such. World-powers are creatures 
of time, as national organizations are mere human 
arrangements. If, therefore, they are amenable to 
the justice of God at all, their judgment must come, 
not in eternity, but in time. They fall during the 
great tribulation. 

To all this is added “the spirits of demons, work- 
ing miracles (Rev. 16:14; comp. 2 Thess. 2:9, 10). 

A complete view of the end-time of the age must 
include, besides the reconstruction of the Roman 
empire in ten kingdoms federated under the Beast- 
emperor, the religious organization called in the 
Apocalypse, “Babylon.” It will be Laodicea and 
Thyatira,—Protestantism and Romanism after the 
true believers out of both have been caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4: 14-17). Baby- 
lon=“confusion” is the mingling of both in one 
great world-church. Many voices of influence are 
pleading now for such a union—the sacrifice of 
truth to seeming expediency. It is the Beast and 
his associated kings who turn upon and rend 
“Babylon.” The Beast will brook no_ rival 
worship, even though it be but a form (Rev. 17: 
1-18; 18: 1-24). 

But quite apart from “Babylon” there will be at 
the end-time a true .testimony to God and to his 
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Christ in the earth. These true witnesses come into 
view in the seventh chapter of the Revelation. A 
Jewish remnant is first revealed as sealed, and after 
that “a great multitude, which no man could num- 
ber, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues,” are seen. In verse 14 it is finitely 
stated that, “these are they which came out of the 
great tribulation.” 

The very last of the last days of this are in- 
volved in some measure of obscurity in the proph- 
ecy. Possibly this is the appointed method of im- 
pressing our minds with the fact that the times of 
the Gentiles and this present age end in a whirl- 
wind of confusion. Putting together the passages 
in the Old Testament prophets which evidently re- 
late to the Great Tribulation and A don (Jer. 
30: 4-7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. :21; Joel 2:11; Isa. 
10: 28; 29:3; Micah 1:6; Joel 3:9;. Rev. 18: 11-21), 
and the passages in the New Testament covering 
the same ground, so much may be discerned :— 

“Babylon,” the apostate world-church, has been 
destroyed by the civil power headed up in the Em- 
peror-Beast. Life is allowed no conditions of pros- 
perity apart from the worship of the Beast and his 
image (Rev. 13:16, 17). There is another ec- 
clesiastical despotism, for all power is bestowed 
upon the Anti-christ, the “false prophet,” that all 
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may be compelled to worship the Beast (Rev. 13: 
12). The saints of Revelation 7, especially the 
Remnant~ sealed out: of all the tribes, who have 
turned to Jesus as the Messiah, are terribly perse- 


_ cuted. 


There is an invasion of the holy land from the 
North. The words “Gog and Magog,” with geo- 
graphical designations which seem to warrant that 
conclusion (Ezek. 38:2), have been well nigh uni- 
versally held to indicate that Russia heads this in- 
vasion. It is far from impossible that Japan and 
perhaps China swell the invading host. The Beast 
and his power seem to be, at first, the objects of the 
invasion. The hosts approach Jerusalem (Isa. 10: 
28-34). It is then that the obscurity deepens, for 
in the final scene the Beast and False Prophet with 
their armies fight with the invaders against the 
heavenly armies led by Messiah in glory. This is 
Armageddon. It is the end not only of the Beast 
and his system, but of all Gentile world power. It 
is possible that signs in the heavens impress both 
the invaders and the Beast, driving them into a sud- 
den confederacy against God. As to the fact that 
the end of Gentile supremacy has come there is 
no obscurity. The earth-scene is now cleared for 
for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Douctaston, L. I. 
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Sufficient Grace 


(Continued from page 499) 


time had homes and children of their own. Yes, 
was the reply, there were such men at the conference. 

The New York business man went on to say that 
he could, of course, understand how certain persons 
whose lives were not under such temptation could 
have this Victorious Life, but of course it would be 
a very different matter, and a very much more diffi- 
cult matter, for a man to be victorious in the pressure 
of business life, and under the test of the irritation 
of small children in his home. 

His friend said that the Victorious Life must work 
under all circumstances or it could not work under 
any; and that—because of the same sinful nature in 
all men—it was just as “hard” in one case as in an- 
other. This seemed a new thought to him. Then a 
Pittsburgh business man with four children was 
mentioned whose testimony had been given early in 
the week, and had covered in a wonderful way one 
of the points inquired about by the New York man. 
But the New Yorker was disappointed to learn that 
this practical “overcomer” had left the conference. 

He saw some one better than the Pittsburgh man, 
however, during his brief one-day stay at Princeton. 
He saw the Lord. He took a walk with another of 
the leaders, they threshed the thing out together and 
prayed it through; and this man of past forty, who 
as he said had been chasing money all his life and 
had gotten it—but at what a cost !—went back to New 





How Princeton Conference Began 


“To me to live is Christ” is the motto of Prince- 
ton Conference, which is held each year at Prince- 
ton, New Jersey, the third full week of July, “to 
bring men and women into a life of communion with 
God, victory over sin, and fruit-bearing, through 
the presentation of the Bible message concerning 
the Life that is Christ.” 


This message of Christ’s sufficiency for victory 
in the individual life has been closely linked with 
His sufficiency to meet the world’s need, and His 
missionary passion for the world is always empha- 
sized at Princeton Conference, as suggested in Mr. 
Banks’ Watch Tower article on page 499. And 
Princeton Conference rests on the Bible as the infal- 
lible Word of the Living God. 


The conference was started three years ago by a 
group of young people in Philadelphia who had a 
short time before been led out into a revolutioniz- 
ing experience of Christ as their life. Co-operating 
with them from the beginning was Mr. Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. About seventy- 
five delegates attended the first conference, which 
was held in 1913 at the little town of Oxford, Penn- 
sylvania. In 1914, through the generous courtesy 
of the trustees of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
their buildings were thrown open to the conference. 
About four hundred and twenty-five were regularly 
enrolled in the conference that has just closed,—a 
number of them for only part of the time. 

In the sketches of the conference given in this 
issue, and in the article in last week’s issue, no 
attempt is made to give a detailed report of the 
meetings or the messages. A full report of the 
conference addresses will be published, and can be 
obtained through The Sunday School Times Co. for 
50 cents, postpaid. As the edition will be limited, 
post-card requests should be sent for the reserva- 
tion of the ber of copies desired. Announce- 
ment will be made in The Sunday School Times 
when the book is completed. 














York to start life all over again, a new creation in 
Christ. The next day he sent two of the girls who 
were employed in his office to Princeton Conference 
with a letter of introduction, in which he said: 


I am at my desk, praising Him, looking and 
leaning away from self. He is to be my all in all 
by His grace from henceforth. He is able and 
willing, to Him be the praise. Keep on praying 
for this [hitherto] poor defeated Christian man, 
surrounded by a multitude of trials and tempta- 
tions, a perfect avalanche of them. Oh, that I 
can return if He wills next year to be able to 
report real continued undefeated Victory. 


A business man in a near-by city who had suffered 
heart-breaking failures in sin and who had made all 
his plans to attend the Princeton Conference, was 
trapped so completely by the Adversary that he did 
not get to the conference at all. The conference 
week was over; he had lost his chance for entering 
into the new life; and he so sorely needed it. 

Two days later he met one of the conference 
leaders on the streets of his city. The sin-enslaved 
man could scarcely talk as his friend asked him how 
things were with him. That evening the two men 
went out to the home of the one who had attended 
the conference, went together to a mid-week prayer- 
meeting where the story of the miracles of the con- 
ference was told, returned home together, and there, 
on their knees, claimed for the defeated man the 
freedom with which Christ sets men free at Prince- 
ton and the world over. Christ answered in miracle- 
power. The defeated man arose from his knees free 
in Christ Jesus. He is praising Christ to-day for the 
Miracle of Sufficient Grace. 

May we always remember that everything must de- 
pend upon Christ and his work, in this matter of 
victory, after we have surrendered our lives to him. 
Let us recognize this as simply as one of the elderly 
women at the conference was enabled to see it. She 
had a long talk with one of the leaders about her- 
self and her unsatisfied longing for victory. As they 
finished talking the matter over, and the truth had 
been plainly set forth, she was asked, “Is it all right 
now ?” 

“T think so; I hope so,” was the reply. 

. “Then it isn’t,” was the response that surprised 
er. 

“Is that so?” she asked. 

“Ves ” 


“Tell me why,” she asked in uncertainty. 

“You are not trusting Jesus, you are doubting him, 
when you say, I think so; I hope so. Do you believe 
that Jesus is all right?” 

“What do you mean?” she asked. 

“I mean is Jesus, so far as his own character is 
concerned, all right?” 

“Certainly !” 

“I like your ringing positiveness in that answer, 
‘certainly,’” said her friend. “And is Jesus’ work 
perfect ?” 

“Absolutely,” came the confident reply. 

“Well, this victory is Jesus’ work. td Jesus is per- 
fect, and if his work is perfect, then ‘It’s all right,’ 
isn’t it?” 

Now the reply was satisfyingly clear, quiet, and 
positive, “It 1s.” 

Shall we not all say, with those who came away 
Sap reeeven rejoicing, “I know him .. . he is 
able”? 
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SEPTEMBER 3. PAUL’S SORROWS AND COMFORTS 


2 Corinthians 11 : 21 to 12 : 10. Commit verses 25, 26 


Golden Text: My grace is sufficient for thee: for my power is made perfect in weakness.—2 Corinthians 12 : 9 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

CHRISTIAN man was talking with some Chris- 
A friends about the seemingly too heavy prob- 

lems and crushing burdens of his own life. “I 
am not one of these strong people,” he said in a help- 
less way, “who can stand this sort of thing.” And 
to his surprise one of his friends ejaculated: “Praise 
God for that!” Was the friend right in this exclama- 
tion? What did he mean by it? 


Our Background Material 


Let the teacher master the general message and 
contents of this Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
by reading through the epistle and making his or her 
own outline, if possible; and by using Dr. James M. 
Gray’s article, which explains the whole book, on 
page 500 in this issue. Then give the class a glimpse 
of the purpose and message of the epistle, showing 
them what relation the present lesson has to it. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrephe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Is it ever right for a man to defend his own repu- 
tation and conduct? See what the class think. The 
answer is plain; it is right, for the apostle Paul did 
so under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The 
lesson shows us just how God wanted this man to 
defend himself. Why it was necessary for Paul to 
defend himself is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 1; Il, 2); by Mrs. Baldwin (1); and by Mr. 
Rogers (1-2). Make the reasons clear to the class. 

Paul claimed to be Hebrew, Israelite, and “seed of 
Abraham.” Do these three terms mean exactly the 
same thing? Question the class; then give them the 
facts brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). 

That is a terrible list of afflictions and persecu- 
tions and testings through which Paul had passed 
(vs. 23-29). It would make perhaps an unforgetable 
impression on the class for the teacher to write the 
twenty-seven different items or groups on twenty- 
seven different slips of paper and distribute these to 
the class, each item to be read aloud one after 
another by successive members until all have read. 
The slips can be given out so as to go around and 
around the class until complete. Here is the list: 


Prisons, Perils in the wilderness, 
Stripes above measure, Perils in the sea, 
Deaths, Perils among false breth- 
Thirty-nine stripes five ren, 

times, Labor, 
Beaten with rods, Travail, 
Stoned, Watchings, 
Shipwrecked, Hunger, 
A night and a day in the Thirst, 

water, Fastings, 
Journeyings, ‘old, 


Perils of rivers, 

Perils of robbers, 

Perils of my countrymen, 
Perils from the Gentiles, 
Perils in the city, 

Notice that striking rendering given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 6), “When they were enticed into sin, 
he was drawn into a furnace of distress.” 

Here was a man who, on the human side, had all 
that any one could desire,—blue blood, membership 
in the people of God, culture, probably social stand- 
ing and riches. 

On the other side he had all that one could well 
conceive, of persecutions for Jesus’ sake. 

And he rejoiced far more in the latter than in 
the former. He counted the former “but refuse” 
(Phil. 3:8; see also verses 5, 6 for other things that 
were, on the natural side, in Paul’s favor). 

Now we are given a solemnizing, awe-inspiring 
glimpse of a “holy of holies” in Paul’s life when he 
was caught up into the third heaven. When may this 
have occurred? Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7) dis- 
cusses this. This unspeakable experience of Paul was 
literally “unspeakable” (v. 4). Why did God do 
this for Paul? God had his own reasons. Undoubt- 
edly the Christian church in all the centuries has been 
blessed because of it, in Paul’s writings and testimony. 

The “three” heavens are believed to be, first, the 
near-by atmosphere in which we see the clouds; sec- 
ond, the immeasurable space in which are the stars; 
third, beyond all this the abode of God. 

The stupendous experience of Paul’s had its perils. 
The peril of being “exalted overmuch” may refer to 
the temptation of pride. Or it may mean, not pride, 
but a tendency to live, because of this marvelous ex- 
perience, too much apart from the limitations and 
needs of present-day human life, thus making Paul 


Nakedness, 
nxiety for all the 
churches, 

Suffering for others’ 
stumbling. 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Cor. 11 : 21-33.) 

21 I speak by way of disparagement, as though we had 
been weak. et whereinsoever any is bold (I speak in 
foolishness), I am bold also. 22 Are they Hebrews? so am 

Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? so am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I 
speak as one beside himself) I more; in labors more 
abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, in stripes above 
measure, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received 
I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten, with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day have I been in the deep: 26 in journeyings 
often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from 
my ‘countrymen, in perils from the Gentiles, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; 27 in labor and travail, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
ir_ cold and nakedness. 28 *Besides those things that are 
without, there is that which presseth upon me _ daily, 
anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? who is caused to stumble, and I burn not? 

If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things that con- 


cern my weakness. 31 *The and Father of the Lord 
e who is blessed ‘for evermore knoweth that I 
ie not. 32 In Damascus the governor under Ar’e-tas the 


king guarded the city of the Damascenes in order to 
take me: mone through a window was I let down in a 
basket by the wall, and escaped his hands. 


1Gr. race. Comp. Acts 7. 19. ?Or, Besides the things 
which I omit Or, Besides the = that come out of 
course *Or, and the Father e¢ Rom. 15.6. * Gr. 
unto the ages. ®Gr. ethnarch. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901 
by Thomas Nelson & Sous ane 


~ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold- 
face figures.) ; 
Verse 21.—What is meant by “as though we had 
been weak”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) Why did Paul 
3 “I speak in foolishness”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 


Verse 22—Who are referred to by “they”? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) Is there a distinction be- 
tween Hebrews, Israelites, and the seed of Abraham? 
(Griffith Thomas, IT, 3.) 


Verse. 23.—Why does Paul say, “I speak as one be- 
side himself”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 24.—Why did Paul receive these thirty-nine 
stripes from the Jews? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5; 
Ridgway, 1; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse 25.—What is meant by being in the deep a 
night and a day? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 


Verses 26 and 27.—When did Paul undergo these 
various hardships? Why does he recount them 
here? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 


Verse 28.—Does Paul mean that he was anxious 
about these churches? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 
How would this agree with the word (Phil. 4:6) “In 
nothing be anxious”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 29.—In what sense would Paul be “weak” 
and burn”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Chapter 12, verse 1.—Why does Paul feel the 
necessity for glorying? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 2—When was Paul “caught up into the 
third heaven”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) Where is 
the “third heaven”? (Criffith Thomas, II, 7.) 


Verse 4.—Does this suggest that Paradise is 
another name for the third heaven? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7.) 


Verse 7—What was the “thorn in the. flesh”? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) In what way would it keep 
Paul from being exalted overmuch? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 8.) 


Verse 10.—In what sense was Paul strong when 


he was weak? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Ridgway, 2; 
Mackie, 2; Rogers, 1.) 








rerzote from the experiences and needs of those to 
whom he must minister. The thorn in the flesh would 
balance the great exaltation. 

Satan may have asked God’s permission to test 
Paul as he did in the case of Job. At any rate, 
Satan was given permission to afflict Paul (12:7); 
he could not have touched the apostle except by God’s 
permission. So God gives Satan access to his holiest 
saints. God knows that they cannot be harmed. He 
makes such attacks of Satan to praise him, as he 
makes the wrath of man to praise him (Psa. 76: 10). 

Paul prayed, three times, and in faith, for that 
which was not God’s will. But Paul prayed in per- 
fect surrender; so he had joy and victory in God’s 
declination. He got a greater blessing without the 
answer he had asked for than he would have gotten 
with that answer. So may we always, when 
withholds. All Christendom has praised Ged for 





. but an overplus (Griffith Thomas, III, 9). 


nineteen centuries for giving Paul—and them—bet- 
ter than Paul asked for. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Only weak persons can qualify for God’s greatest 
blessings. That is why that Christian man ex- 
claimed “Praise God!” when his friend said he was 
not strong. Christ cannot do much for strong men. 
But if you are sure that you are weak, then you may 
be sure that you are the kind of person in whom 
Christ’s power is made perfect (12:9). If you long 
to be strong, praise God for your weakness (v. 10). 

Notice that “sufficient” means not a bare supply, 
That is 
why we can be “more than conquerors” (Rom. 
8:37). For what Christ said to Paul at that time he 
keeps on saying to you and me; that is the striking 
literal meaning (Griffith Thomas, III, 8). 

“God works with broken reeds”; that accounts for 
"a — life of the frail” (Griffith “Thomas, 

, 10). 

IlNuminating illustrations of the marvelous truth of 
the sufficiency of Christ’s grace are given in the 
Round Table, 1, 2, 3, 4). 

And be sure to give the class the Victorious Life 
truth that is hidden in this Golden Text, as set forth 
in the editorial in this issue, “The Miracle of Suffi- 
cient Grace.” 

Teaching Points 

Paul’s personal experience proved that he had 
obeyed, as few men who have ever lived, James’ 
injunction (James 1:2) to “count it all joy, my 
brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations” 
(testings or trials). Notice how marvelously verses 
3 and 4 of that chapter were wrought out in Paul. 

When one dies daily (1 Cor. 15:31) he can re- 
joice “in deaths oft” (v. 23). 

Paul suffered from all kinds of religionists,— 
Jews, Gentiles, and false Christians (v. 26). 

Paul was filling up “that which is lacking of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, 
which is the church” (Col. 1:24). Are you? 

What the thorn in the flesh may have been 
(Griffith Thomas II, 8). See also footnote on 
2 Corinthians 12:7 in the Scofield Reference Bible. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why do people have to suffer? (A striking illus- 
tration is given by Mrs. Baldwin, 2-3, 4, 5.) 

What is meant by “I speak as one beside him- 
self”? (v. 23.) 

What does Paul mean by saying that he had been 
“in deaths oft”? 

Why did Paul specially mertion the Damascus 
incident? (vs. 32, 33.) 

Was it possible for God to have caught up Paul’s 
actual physical body into the third heaven? 

For what reason do you think Paul desired to 
be rid of “the thorn in the flesh”? 

How could Paul literally “take pleasure” in 
weaknesses? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


The Arrest of Paul (Acts 21: 17-40). 


Nothing can stop Paul from going to Jerusalem. 
Was it possible for him to make a mistake as to 
God’s guidance in this? Was he conscientiously but 
mistakenly “being driven beyond God’s will’? Read 
the whole chapter carefully, beginning at verse 1. 
Notice specially verse 4. Notice the advice that the 
Christian elders at Jerusalem gave Paul, and what he 
did with it. Notice God’s original warning to Paul 
about Jerusalem (22:18, 21). Did God want Paul in 
Jerusalem? 


Were Paul’s Christian friends right when they 
pleaded with him not to go to Jerusalem? 
21: 12.) 

Were the Jews that believed right in being zeal- 
ous for the law? (v. 20.) 

Was Paul teaching Jews to forsake Moses? 
(v. 21.) 

Was it best for Paul to take the ceremonial vow, 
shave his head, and offer a sacrifice? 

What accounted for the murderous hatred of 
the Jewish mob against Paul? 

Why did Paul speak to the Jews in the Hebrew 
language? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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‘Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





E DOES not wear his heart upon his sleeve.” 

This is a description often applied to one who 

does not easily show his feelings, and it was 
particularly true of the Apostle Paul, though from 
time to time he did not hesitate to reveal himself 
and the intensity of his strong nature. In this 
lesson he lays bare his heart under strong compul- 
sion and we are enabled to see something of what 
he was. Having been compelled to glory or boast, 
he gives a piece of his own biography, which is 
unique in the New Testament. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—Another lesson from Second Cor- 
inthians drawn from the third main section in which 
the Apostle writes in strong terms for the purpose 
of vindicating himself in the face of relentless 
enemies. (1) 

Circumstances.—First Corinthians was written 
from Ephesus before the riot (Acts 19:29) and 
sent by Titus. Then Paul went on to Macedonia 
to wait the result of that Epistle. His feelings 
were mingled with fear and hope, and when Titus 
returned with satisfactory news on the whole, the 
result was this Second Epistle, which shows at 
once the Apostle’s relief, joy, and yet earnest con- 
cern = they should thoroughly understand his 
attitude, 


Date.—A. D. 57 or 58. 
Il. The Lesson. 


In order to see more definitely the Apostle’s per- 
sonal relations to Corinth and his feelings about 
himself, it is essential to read the whole section 
(chapters 10-13). Boasting was peculiarly repul- 
sive to Paul, but it was necessary for him to state 
his own claims. It was only love for the Chris- 
tians at Corinth that made him willing to do this, 
because he was rightly jealous of them, lest they 
should be led astray (11:2-4). He accepts the 
charge alleged that he was weak (10:10) when he 
had visited them—yet he will be as bold as his foes 
(v. 21). It is sometimes a duty even for a Chris- 
tian man to assert himself for the purpose of show- 
ing the true confidence that characterizes a fol- 
lower of Christ. It has been well pointed out that 
for the most part Solomon’s first words are the 
best: “Answer not a fool according to his folly, 
lest thou also be like him” (Prov. 26:4), but there 
are other times when it is necessary to observe the 
second piece of advice: “Answer a fool according 
to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit” 
(Prov. 26:5). (2) 

The Glory of Race (v. 22).—Although repugnant, 
this boasting was required in order that the Cor- 
inthians might be able to see that his claims were 
not without warrant, for he wishes to show that 
his enemies cannot utter any boast or make any 
claim which he is unable to equal or even to sur- 
pass. First of all, he maintains that so far as Jew- 
ish privileges are concerned, he is their equal. He 
uses three terms, descriptive respectively of the 
national, theocratic, and Messianic position of the 
Jews, and asserts that he is absolutely warranted 
in claiming the same position as his foes. (3) 


The Glory of Service (v. 23).—When it comes 
to work for Christ, he is able to show a record 
such as they will never rival. Notwithstanding the 
fact that he speaks as though he were one beside 
himself, like a madman, he has a better claim than 
any of his enemies to be regarded as a minister of 
Christ. (4) 

The Glory of Hardship (vs. 23-27).—This service 
for Christ involved suffering, and the words in which 
the Apostle’s experiences are described are unique. 
They present a picture of the toil, strain, and dis- 
cipline of his life such as could not be obtained 
from any other source, especially since very few 
of the episodes are mentioned in Acts. Autobio- 
graphy is always the best, if it is full and true. 
Paul tells here of toil, of travail, and of persecution 
endured through long years in the work of the 
Gospel. Of the five references to stripes (v. 24) 
we have no other account. Of the reference to rods 
we are told of one instance at Philippi (Acts 16: 
22, 23). The stoning was doubtless at Lystra (Acts 
14:19). The perils from the Jews are seen fre- 
quently in Acts and constituted one of the Apostle’s 
greatest trials. “In the deep” means shipwreck. (5) 

The Glory of Anxiety (vs. 28, 29).—In addition 
to these physical trials, there was the ceaseless con- 
cern for the welfare of his converts (Gal. 4:19), 
for their weaknesses only increased the burden of 
his heart. When harm befell them, he felt the 
pain, and “when they were enticed into sin, he ‘was 








drawn into a furnace of distress” (v. 29). To many 
people daily pressure on mind with its claims on 
thought and sympathy is even more trying and acute 
than physical pain. But of course there is no contra- 
diction with Philippians 4:6. (6) 

The Glory of Peril (vs. 30-33).—The Apostle does 
not even mind mentioning a case which would seem 
to many humiliating, because of his having to leave 
Damascus by a basket let down from the wall. The 
governor was the Roman commander, the Romans 
permitting the city to be ruled by the local king 
Aretas. There is no contradiction between this and 
the story in Acts (19:24), since the Jews were 
doubtless used as the medium of the watching. So 
that even though this episode might be thought ig- 
nominious and more suitable to be covered up in 
silence, he does not hesitate to add it to the list 
of things he had suffered, and in which he gloried. 


The Glory of Revelation (12: 1-6).—But now he 
appropriately proceeds to something very different, 
about which he has every possible right to glory, 
even though he would naturally shrink from speak- 
ing of such a private and sacred matter. His de- 
scription is noteworthy, for he speaks of himself 
in the third person, viewing what happened to him 
as though he were a spectator. He dates the ex- 
perience as fourteen years before he wrote, though 
we do not know any episode in his life with which 
we can identify it. Some think that it refers to 
the vision in the temple (Acts 22:17), though rhost 
writers consider that Paul must have been either 
at Tarsus or at Antioch. It is a tempting suggestion 
to associate it with the stoning at Lystra where 
Paul was left for dead, when it has been suggested 
that his spirit was caught up and given this remark- 
able revelation (Acts 14:19). But all*that he can 
say is that he was caught up into the third heaven, 
a Jewish term apparently equivalent to Paradise, 
the place mentioned three times in the New Testa- 
ment as expressive of the presence of God (Luke 
23: 43; Rev. 2:7). Note the plural, “heavens,” in 
Eph. 4:10; Heb. 4:14; Matt. 6:10 (in the Greek). 
The words he heard were “unutterable utterances” 
and this revelation seems to have been regarded as 
one of the crowning glories of his life. Compared 
with this his rivals could say nothing. (7) 

The Glory of Hindrance (vs. 7-10).—But this pro- 
found privilege carried with it a penalty, for in 
the providence of God, lest such close and high 
communion should lead to spiritual pride, Paul was 
given “a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet.” No one knows what this “thorn” was, 
but, of course, it was some physical affliction. Writ- 
ers vary in their opinions between ophthalmia, 
epilepsy, and malaria, the last being strongly urged 
by Sir William Ramsay. Three times the apostle 
prayed that it might be removed, but God met him in 
a way that he did not expect. The phrase “he hath 
said” is very striking and implies that the message 
was a permanent one and not merely something 
said once for all. God is regarded as continuing to 
say it. The weakness was not removed, and doubt- 
less it did its work in keeping the Apostle humble. 
But Divine strength was given, and the weakness 
brought him nearer to Christ, since he realized 
thereby the power of Christ resting upon him. (8) 


Ill. Central Truths 


The Apostle speaks of himself as “a man in 
Christ,” and it is worth while to learn something of 
what he was and how he became the splendid worker 
for God shown in the New Testament. He was not 
only “a man,” with everything that was manly, 
strong, and true, but he was also “in Christ,” with 
all that this carried of union, communion, power, 
and blessing. In the Old Testament the most im- 
portant designation of the prophet is “a man of 
God.” In the New Testament we see the counter- 
part in “a man in Christ.” The Golden Text helps 
us to understand what this means. 

1. The Divine Source-—The Apostle tells us that 
all that he was and did was due to Divine grace; 
“My grace.” His life from beginning to end was 
lived in the power of Divine grace, “By the grace 
of God I am what I am” (1 Cor. 15: 10). 

2. The Divine Sufficiency—He was told that God’s 
grace was “sufficient” for all his needs, and it is 
important to remember that this was not a bare 
supply, but an overplus. Paul often used terms like 
“abound” and “abundance” (Eph. 1:8). The Old 
Testament title “God Almighty” (Gen. 17:1) has 
been well rendered, “the God who is enough.” Divine 
grace was at once suitable and seasonable for the 
Apostle Paul, to save, to supply, to support at all 
times (Phil. 4: 11213). (7) 
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3. The Divine Strength—‘“My power is made per- 
fect in weakness.” us, the Apostle realized that 
“power” comes from grace, and in this statement 
we have one of the Divine facts as distinct from 
the Divine promises. A promise is something to be 
expected in God’s own time in the future. A fact 
is something to be accepted here and now. Let us 
never confuse the two, still less transform facts 
into promises. Let us pay special attention to what 
a writer has well called “the present tenses of the 
blessed life.” In particular, we must dwell upon 
the assurance contained in the words, “My grace is 
sufficient,” “The Lord is my Shepherd,” “The Lord 
is my life and my salvation.” Strength always comes 
through the present acceptance and momentary ap- 
propriation of the Divine fact of Christ. 


4. The Divine Satisfaction—In view of all this 
the Apostle was able to say that he gladly gloried 
in his weaknesses in order that Christ’s power might 
cover him like a tabernacle (v. 19, margin). In 
himself he was weak, but in proportion to his weak- 
ness came Divine strength and this made him glad 
and ready to glory in Divine power. Thus, as Mc- 
Laren has well said, “God works with broken reeds,” 
and in one of his suggestive sermons Dr. Watkin- 
son speaks of “the charmed life of the frail.” 
Every one knows that electricity is produced by 
friction, and a thoughtful preacher has just said 
that the entire automobile business has been built 
up around the single principle of the generation of 
power by the explosion of a little jet of gas in 
the engine. Our spiritual power is invariably due 
to some spiritual crisis, and it is for us to rejoice, 
like the Apostle, in our own weakness in order that 
God’s strength may be ours. “On a stone in a 
cemetery in the Berkshire Hills which marks the 
resting-place of one who, in spite of great infirmi- 
ties, achieved a happy and influential life is the un- 
usual inscription: ‘My misfortune was my _ happi- 
ness.” So runs the statement made in an article 
in The Sunday School Times, 1911, p. 41, on “The 
Joy of the Hard Job.” To the same effect are ar- 
ticles on “The Test of Temperament” (The Sunday 
School Times, 1910, p. 663), and “The Glory of Im- 
perfection” (The Sunday School Times 1og10, p. 
349). (10) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Glory of Race (Phil. 3 : 4-8) 

2. The Glory of Service (Phil. 4: 8-13). 

3. The Glory of Hardship (2 Cor. 4: 8-18). 
4. The Glory of Anxiety (Gal. 4: 12-20). 

5. The Glory of Peril (2 Tim. 4: 16-18). 

6. The Glory of Revelation (2 Tim. 1: 7-12). 
7. The Glory of Hindrance (Psa. 11: 1-7). 
Wycuirre CoL.Lece, Toronto. 


4 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Jews.—Are they Hebrews? so am I (v. 22). 
Well, I guess so! Are they Americans? So am I. 
Paul was a whole lot more than just the son of the 
“Chosen People” who had been planted on the eastern 
shore of the Mediterranean for a good many years. 
I am a lot more than the son of English, French, 
and German immigrants who have been planted on 
the western shore of the Atlantic for a good many 
years. It is a splendid thing for any man to be proud 
of his blood. A Jew has no apologies to make to 
any one. Nor has an American. But the principal 
thing is WHAT ARE you? There are Jews that bring 
the race into disrepute. I have heard many and 
many a traveler complain that he had to blush for 
his American countrymen abroad. And there is 
some good red blushing done right here at home. 
If you are ever tempted to take a fling at the great- 
est people which has ever existed, and which is em- 
inent to-day, in medicine, literature, painting, com- 
merce, banking, law, and all the arts, don’t forget, 
as Beaconsfield has said, “one-half of Europe wor- 
ships a Jew and the other half a Jewess.” And don’t 
forget, either, that the finances are in good shape in 
those nations where our Jewish brother has a hand 
in their ordering. And please note those countries 
are the most prosperous who have treated the Jews 
the best (Gen. 12:3; Num. 24:9). 


The “More” Boys.—Are they ministers of Christ? 
...1 more (v. 23). Whether a man is a minister 
with education and manners or a day laborer with 
health and muscle, if he isn’t more he is a failure. 
What made Paul more than an itinerating preacher 
was the hard knocks he got. He names a few in 
this lesson. Unless a bar of iron gets hard ham- 
mering it never becomes anything more than a bar 
of common iron, cheapest there is, “1.10 base.” If 
that same bar could get hammering and squeezing 
enough it may become beautiful piano wire, full of 
music and joy at a master’s touch. Martin Luther, 
John Knox, Roger Williams, John Wesley, William 
Booth, were a whole lot more than mere ministers. 
Not one of them owned a “flowery bed of ease.” 
If you will name me lawyers, doctors, manufacturers, 
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merchants, artisans, laborers who were 
great I will show you that the one thing 
more” that made them great was the 
same that did it for Paul. Do you name 
Elihu Root the great lawyer? Read his 
address at Clinton, N. Y., on Old Home 
Week and _ will find it packed full of 
religion. you name Dr. Kelly, of 
Johns Hopkins? He is one of the most 
active Christian laymen. Do you name 
Henry Crowell, the Quaker Oats man? 
He is president of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute in Chicago. And so on for a 
page full. Uncle Billy Watson says, 
“There are no fellows like the ‘more’ 
boys” (2 Peter 1: 5-7). 


Ten Car Loads.—Five times received 
I forty stripes save one (v. 24). One of 
the reasons I am sorry the “take off 
your coat and come out in the wood- 
shed” has gone out of fashion is be- 
cause a lot of modern fellows can’t 
fully appreciate the most stinging ar- 
gument for the truth of the Gospel. I 
came into the church out of the rankest 
Unitarian unbelief. I looked upon the 
real Christians as a lot of priest-ridden 
cranks and fanatics, and said so and 
proved it—to my own satisfaction. But 
this passage got next to me. I had al- 
ways admired the manliness, the gentle- 
manliness, the nerve, the spunk, the 
“sand” of this “little Jew Paul,” as I 
called him.. Now the kind of-.a mind 
I have cannot conceive of so keen a man 
as Paul taking all this awful punish- 
ment for a myth, an invention, a lie. 
Paul did not have to rely on ancient 
manuscripts or arguments for proof of 
the resurrection. He had living. docu- 





ments he could consult every day. He 
could have ten trolley car loads of eye- 
witnesses if he’ wanted that’ many to 
convince him (1 Cor. 15:6). Think of 
a fellow going over to court at West 
Chester to prove a single fact with ten | 
car loads of eye-witnesses. What would 
judge and jury say if you were it! | 
Well, I guess so. Here is Paul at odds | 
with his family, cut dead by his life- 
long friends, sacrificing his living, en- 
during poverty, suffering all hardships, 
assuming trying responsibilities. Yes, | 
beloved, this is what knocked old Mr. 
Unbelief on the head for’me as I came 
out of college a chesty young B. S.° 
Knowitall. Just travel along with Paul , 
and if you are a youngster of parts and | 
spirit you will arrive (1-Tim. 1: 13). 


The Little Newsgirl.—Who is weak, | 
and I am not weak? (v. 29.) I am| 
sitting here in a Pullman at the Syra- | 
cuse, New York, station. Right outside | 
the window is a “newsboy” who is a/| 
young girl. She is in a tricycle which 
she moves slowly by cranks .with her 
hands. I notice two crutches stowed 
away by her side. She is out with the 
other boys selling papers. Her weak- 
ness is made strength so far as the 
newsboy business is concerned. From 
which one of the bunch would you buy 
your paper? Because Christianity has 
put something into the heart of you 
that goes out to weakness. Had this 
little news-maiden becn born into heath- 
enism with her withered body that 
would have been the end of her. A baby 
girl at best is unwelcome in lands where 
Christ is not and a crippled girl means 
kill. (And you don’t believe in this 
foreign mission business either!) God 
“a his child’s weakness his strength. 

) 
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The Illustration Round- Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Always on Top. My grace is suf- 
~ ficient for thee: for my power is made 
perfect in weakness (Golden Text). A 
buoy is fastened securely to a rock at 
the bottom of the sea. The waves splash 
around it;. it. floats: serenely: in« its . ap- 
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inted place. The tide rises and falls; 
it is still there. The Atlantic rollers 
come racing towards it; it mounts them 
one by one and rides upon them as they 
roll past. The tempest descends, the 
billows rush upon the little buoy, and 
for a moment it is submerged. But im- 
mediately it rises to the surface and is 
in its place again, unmoved and un- 
harmed. What a picture of the con- 
quering life! What a power and a 
privilege for a soul to be able thus to 
rise lightly above every opponent, every 
vexation, never to sink into discontent- 
ment, never to be overwhelmed with 
fear and doubt, always to be on top of 
the fretful sea of life!—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Belper, Derby, Eng. (1) 


Why She Thanked God.—Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my 
weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me (v. 9). Perhaps the 
loftiest attitude to take up in the pres- 
ence of some crushing sorrow is to dare 
to thank God for it. A lady of my ac- 
quaintance, on hearing from her doc- 
tor that her children were sickening for 
scarlet fever; before taking the neces- 
Sary precautions, went direct to her 
room, and. kneeling before God said: 
“I thank thee, Father, for allowing this 
to come, becaus. Thou couldst not have 
allowed so great a trouble, except for 
its vast revenue of gain to us all.” And 
it was so, because through that. illness 
salvation came to that house.—From 
Dr. F. B. Meyer's “Life and the Wa 
Through.” Sent by W. R. Clark, Bel- 
per, Derby, Eng. The prise for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. (2) 


Unlimited Backing.— My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee: for my power is made 
perfect in weakness (Golden Text). 
God never gives a command without 
giving with it the power fo obey. 
Scotch lord gave his old servant, Don- 
ald; a little farm. 
I am going to give you that farm that 
you may work it for yourself, and spend 


the rest of your days on your own) 


property.” Donald replied, “It is nae | 
gude to gie me the farm; I have nae 
capital to stock it.” His lordship 


looked at him and said: “I think I can 
manage to stock it also.” . “Oh, well,” 
said Donald, “if it’s you and me for it, 
think we will manage!”—From The 
Expositor. Sent by the Rev. T. De 
Courcy Rayner, Hamiltou, Ont: (3) 


Charged with Power.—My power is 
made. perfect in weakness (Golden 
Text). Theodore Cuyler delighted to 
tell how, in his student days at Prince- 
ton, Professor Henry had so constructed 
a large bar of iron, bent into the form 
of a horseshoe, that it used to hang 
suspended from another iron bar above 
it. Not only did it hang there, but it 
upheld a 4,000 pound weight attached 
to it. The great horseshoe was not 
welded or screwed to the metal above 
it, but through the iron wire coiled 
round it there ran a subtle current of 
electricity from a galvanic battery, 
which converted it into a magnet. Stop 
the flow of the current for an instant 
and the huge horseshoe dropped. . So 
does the lifting power of the Christian’s 
life come from the currents of spiritual 
influence which flow into his heart from 
the living Christ. The strength of the 


Almighty One enters into the believer. | 
This was Paul’s secret—From the Rev. | 
G. Howard James in the London Sun- 


day School Times. 
Wakefield, Eng. 


Is.—My grace is sufficient for thee 
(Golden Text). The Rev. Prebendary 
H.. W. Webb-Peploe in one of the 
Northfield meetings related an experi- 
ence of his earlier ministry. It was on 
one of life’s dreary days. A much 
needed vacation had been cut short by 
the death of his little child, and he was 
struggling in weariness and despondency 
to prepare his sermon for the coming 
Sabbath. In his extremity he threw 
himself on his knees, begging God that 
his grace might be sufficient for his 
great need. Not yet assured, he opened 
his eyes, which ‘instantly rested: on a 
wall motto before him; with the words, 


Sent by J. A. Clark, 


He said, “Donald, | 


arranged in color scheme that the word 
“is”. stood out vividly. The conviction 
flashed into his soul that there was no 
need to beg for that which was divinely 
assured as a fact. His life from that 
moment was revolutionized—Sent by 
the Rev. D. H. Strong, Milton, Vt. (4) 


Cutting Down.—That I should not be 
exalted overmuch, there was given to 
me a thorn in the ficsh (v. 7). I went 
to the chrysanthemum show last au- 
tummn, and saw some wonderful blooms. 
I said to one of the gardeners: “How 
in the world do you manage to produce 
such marvelous blooms?” “Well, sir,” 
he said, “you see, we concentrate all 
the stren of the plant on one or two 
blooms. If we were to allow the plant 
to bear all the flowers it would, not one 
of them would be worth showing. If 
you would have a prize bloom, you 
must be content with one instead of a 
score.” And thus God cuts away our 
useless blooms of Self, and Popularity, 
and Comfort, and Ease, and Pleasure, 
and Wealth, and Success, that he may 
bring to perfection the exquisite white 
blossom of Holiness, and make the im- 
mortal spirit “meet for the inheritance 
of saints in light."—From A. B. Cooper 
in the Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ee letter we study to-day includes 
Paul’s reminiscences of some of the 
, thrilling experiences that had come to 
him in the course of a dozen years’ 
|travel and work. We ourselves have 
seen most of the places associated with 
| those experiences. A good plan for this 
| Sunday is to take into the class material 
| for revisiting several of the places he 
| had in mind:—the stereograph of Dam- 
ascus, where his sudden blindness was 
so painful (2 Cor. 11: 27) ; Thessalonica, 

















where his own countrymen raised a 


riot against him (11:26); Philippi, 
where he was beaten and imprisoned 
(11: 23-24) ; Lystra, where the heathen 
villagers first took him for a god and 
then joined his enemies (11:26); 
Ephesus, where he had been “in perils 
in the city” (11:26). And it will be 
well to revisit Corinth, because it was 
to Corinth he wrote—or dictated to 
some friend,—the very letter we are 
studying. During his long stay in Cor- 
inth “the care of. all the churches” 
(11:28) pressed heavily on him.” We 
remember that all this time he was not 
only working as a missionary, but also 
earning a living by piain manual labor. 


The Wnderwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
for the year. he use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in mak- 
ing the lesson places real. Forty-four places 
will be visited during 1916; the forty-four 
stereographs cost $7.33, and if all are ordered 
at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered 
case is given free. Ten places are visited 
and described with the lessons of this third 
quarter; cost, $1.67. Only two new ones will 
be needed in ptember, 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or ex- 
press is prepaid on all orders for stereo- 
graphs or _ stereoscopes. Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. 
Plain slides, so. cents each; sepia-tinted, 
5s cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: 
plain slides,40 cents each; -sepia-tinted, ‘45 
cents; colored, $1. ddress the Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








“My grace is sufficient for thee,” -so|- 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ie deaths oft (v, 23). When one Ori- 
ental tells another about a recent 
serious illness or dangerous accident, 
he says, “I was dead, completely dead!’ 
The listener quite understands. 
Arab boy undergoing a tedious opera- 
tion in a hospital was heard by the sur- 
eon to murmur “Jssa Aalaat rwhi!” 
Just now my soul went up]. It was 
a protest, meaning that his power of 
patience was about exhausted. In the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, the ex- 
pression “half dead” of the Greek and 
English account is given in the Arabic 
version as “between life and death,” 
implyi that it was doubtful if life 
was still in the body of the wounded 
man. 


Forty stripes save one (v. 24). It 
is perhaps a classical instance of the 
heartlessness that sometimes marks ec- 
clesiastical formality and theological in- 
terpretation that it was customary 
among the Jews when this punishment 
was inflicted, for the synagogue official 
to repeat, word by word with each 
stroke, the verse of Psalm 78. 
In Hebrew this verse contains thirteen 
words, and its three-fold repetition was 
a safe and convenient way of guarding 
against the sin of breaking the law 
either by excess or defect. (1) 


Caught up even to the third heaven 


(12:2). The Jews mage oad spoke of 
seven heavens, wi the rabbinical 
gradations of powers, principalities, 


etc., and the Hebrew letter “H” [heth], 
of the numerical value 8, was a symbol 
of God’s transcendent glory as being 


| above the seven heavens, the work of 


His hands. 


When I am weak, then am I strong 
(v. 10). When the self-power was 
quite inadequate to meet the difficulty, 
there came the discovery and conscious- 
ness of the higher power dwelling and 
working within him. It was the “de- 
light” of unhindered service. In our 
familiar and beautiful hymn of con- 
secration, “Oh, to be nothing, nothing,” 
the desire is sometimes expressed to be 
“like a broken and earthen vessel.” The 
figure has probably been suggested by 
the act of the woman in Bethany, who 
“broke” her alabaster jar and anointed 
her Lord with the precious perfume, 


| meaning that she broke the wax stop- 


per or snapped the slender top of the 
vase. (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus 
take away our weaknesses, we Pray thee, an 
replace them with thy strength. Take away 
our failures and put in their place experi- 
ences of victory in thee. We thank thee for 
the assurance of the sufficiency of thy grace, 
and we rejoice to remember lew thou hast 
so often led us out of distress and worse, 
into thy peace and power. Lord, may we 
rest in thy sufficiency, and look to thee for 
victory. In thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If you ever get 
the idea that you want to boast about 
something, don’t take an instance of 
your great moral or physical courage, 
your ability to overcome There is 
enough to brag about without turning 
to anything as empty as one’s self. 
There are many fellows who once 
boasted about how perfectly safe they 
were in the midst of temptation just 
because they were so strong, who are 
castaways now. There are others who 
were so sure of their physical strength 
that they needn’t take any care of it, 
and now are in rolling-chairs. What 
was it of which Paul said he would 
glory? Strange idea that,—to “glory of 
the things that concern my weakness”! 
But not queer or strange to him. He 
knew too much to boast of his strength, 
because he had too often faced crises 
when he saw how puny was his own 


-Strength; and how mightily God could 
| put forth his hand when Paul was weak. 








LESSON FOR SEPT. 3 (2 Cor. 11 : 21 to 12: 10) 


Don’t you remember that once upon 
a time when you were ill, it seemed 
worth’ while to be laid up just to have 
mother take even a little more care 
of you than usual? How quiet and un- 
troubled you felt .when she was right 
beside you. Her strength was just given 
a new chaftce because of your weak- 
ness. And that mother was worth brag- 
sing about! No one like her! 

nder our weakness now the strong 
loving hand of Christ lifts steadily up- 
ward, till his ‘strength is ours. Well 
may we tell of him! But do we? Or 
are we always trying to make folks see 
how very able we are, while he is kept 
in the background? 


ST's STRENGTH 


ON WHICH DO! RELY? 














Answer that, and I’ll tell you whether 
you are living in victory or defeat. Let 
us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

“ 


‘Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“A mighty fortress is our God.” 
“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 


. rd. 
“In the cross of Christ. I glory.” 


“Tt is well with my soul.’ 

“Jesus, lover of my soul.” 

“The cross that He gave may be heavy.” 
“Under His wings I am safely abiding.” 
“ What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 
. Psalm 126 : 1-6 (273 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34: 1-10 (69: 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 11-22 (72 : 1-3). 
Psalm 143 + 8-12 (307 : 1-3). 
Psalm 43 : 1-5 (90 : 1-4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Continue last 

Sunday’s thought: Christian sol- 
diers are ready to live or die for Jesus 
Christ. 


Notes.—Last Sunday’s story started 
Paul’s journey to Jerusalem. Next Sun- 
day’s story tells of his arrest in Jeru- 
salem. To-day’s story for children 
should complete the journey (Acts 21: 
1-19), adding some incidents mentioned 
in Paul’s Corinthian letter, designated 
as to-day’s Scripture portion. At two 
other places besides Ephesus, friends 
tried to persuade Paul not to go to 
Jerusalem (Acts 21:4, 5, and 11-14). 
So seldom are children mentioned in 
the book of Acts that 21:5 should be 
emphasized. 

Substitute for the difficult memory 
text one clause from Acts 21: 13—“I am 
ready,” Paul’s words, which children 
can understand. 


Review—Very simply, let children 
present Paul’s greeting and good-bye 
to his Ephesus friends. Choose chil- 
dren to represent Paul and his traveling 
companions, the messengers who 
brought the elders from Ephesus to 
meet Paul near the ship. Recall parts 
of their conversation and good-bye. The 
sand-board, black-board, or picture 
might be substituted with the story. 


‘ Paul’s Journey Continued.—Paul 
never saw those friends again, but he 
did not forget them. He wrote a long 
letter to them (Ephesians) and told 
y org that he prayed for them every 
ay. 

The journey was quite’ long. The 
same ship did not go all the way. They 
made many landings to unload. They 
passed some beautiful islands and 
shores, and stopped at several cities. 
At Tyre, Paul had to stay a week (21: 
4, 5) waiting for another ship. He 
found Christian friends who tried to 
persuade Paul not to go to Jerusalem. 
Paul and his companions would not give 
up the journey, although he felt sure 
that troubles were ahead. ; 

Compare their good-bye with Ephe- 








sus: kneeling, praying, sorrowing, part- 
ing; as the ship started, perhaps the 
children waved and called good-bye as 
long as Paul could’see and hear them. 
Then all the friends returned home. 

The next stop with friends was for 
only one day. Soon they reached 
Czsarea, a big city, where they stayed 
many, days. After Philip’s talk. with 
the Ethiopian .in his. chariot (Lesson 
for March 19) he went to Cesarea to 
preach (Acts 8:40). Philip must have 
lived there afterwards, because Paul 
and his friends stopped at Philip’s 
house. Four daughters helped Philip 
with his work. 

Peter visited Czxsarea when he 
preached to Cornelius, the Roman sol- 
dier (Lesson, April 16). 

A prophet visited Philip’s house while 
Paul and his friends were there. He 
did a very strange thing. He took 
Paul’s long cloth girdle, or belt, and 
tied his own hands and feet. He said 
at Jerusalem the Jews will bind the man 
who owns this girdle and will give him 
into the hands of the Gentiles. 

Then Paul’s companions and friends 
tried hard to persuade Paul not to go. 
He. said, Why do you weep and break 
my heart? J am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for 
the name of the Lord Jesus. When 
they could not persuade him, they said 
what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer,— 
The will of the Lord be done. 

When they started again some friends 
from Czsarea went along. Among 
them was an old disciple at whose home 
in Jerusalem they were to stay.. 

When they reached Jerusalem every- 
thing . seemed all right. Christian 
friends gathered next day, to hear Paul 
tell about his last missionary journey. 


Corinthian Letter—One day Paul 
wrote a letter about some of the sor- 
rows which had come to him already. 
| Read 2 Cor. 11:24+28; also 32 and 33. 

On the black-board make a list: 
stoned, beaten, shipwrecked, weary, 
hungry, thirsty, cold, tonésome, watch- 
ing, fasting, in. danger from _ robbers, 
Jews, heathen; in the city, desert or 


by a wall in a basket. Besides, Paul 
had to care for -all the, churches. 
Surely Paul had many tests. 


Hand-work.—Let each child fold a 
plain paper to form a letter sheet. On 
page one write: A story about Paul; 
page twe, Paul told the story of Jesus; 
page three, Paul was ready to live or 
die for Jesus; page four, Paul was ——, 
(let the children choose from the 
items on the board a few to write on 
this page). 

The six-year-old children’ might fold 
or draw a boat and write on it: Paul 
said, I am Ready. ’ 

Home-work.—Learn to be brave and 
ready to do hard things. 

CHICAGO. 





oA 
My Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


TANDING watching a parade, a 
well-dressed girl used Christ’s name 
in profanity. A Christian girl who 
stoed by, begging her pardon, said, 
“Please do not speak so. He is my 
Saviour and my dearest friend.” When- 
ever the Sunday-school, the Church, 
Jesus Christ, or even Christians, are 
sneered at it becomes our duty and 
privilege not to let them be dragged in 
the dirt, but to defend them. 

Enemies of Paul, false teachers, had 
been trying to turn Paul’s converts at 
Corinth by telling that Paul was not 
worthy of béing a preacher. Paul wrote 
the words of our. lesson answering. their 
charges that he was a weakling and a 
coward. Had their charges affected 
only Paul himself we know he would 
never have spoken a word in self-de- 
fense, but their charges brought re- 
proach upon Christ, and were tempting 
the converts to turn from the true Gos- 
pel to these false teachers. Paul was 
forced into boasting, for which he apol- 
ogizes. (1) 





What a list of hard things Paul enu- 
merates! It is evident that Acts records 





sea; once, through a, window, let down | 
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but a portion of Paul's life. Paul tells 
here of eight scourgings, Acts records 
but one (16:23). Let your girls recall 
all of Paul’s trials as told in Acts. If 
you think you are having trials read and 
reread Paul’s. Yet Paul speaks of this 
as “light affliction” (4:17). 

Some girl will ask, “Why did Paul 
have to suffer, and why do we?” Why 
is a question no one has a right to ask 
of God. We know that God is infinite 
love, and his wisdom can see to the end, 
and that God has his own purposes 
in whatever he allows to come into 
our lives (Rom. 8:28; Psa. 84:11). 
When Dr. Moon, of Brighton, was at 
his zenith he became blind. There 
seemed no explanation of why one so 
brilliant and so helpful to humanity 
should have this come upon him. His 
affliction aroused an eagerness to help 
others who were sightless. The out- 
come was his inventing of the alphabet 
for the blind, which has enabled millions 
in all parts of the, world to read. We 
should have no opportunity to trust God 
if we could understand everything. (2) 

We are certain God did not send these 
afflictions upon Paul as punishment, and 
from the way God used Paul we know 
God did not aJlow them because he had 
ceased to love Paul. When trouble 
comes some conclude there must be sin, 
or that God has forgotten them. 

Your teachers in school give you hard 
and then harder problems in alegbra. 
As soon as you master your present 
piano tune your instructor will give 
you a much harder one, which tests 
and tries your skill. What kind of an 
education would you have if you had 
always remained in the first grade where 
the work was easy? We begin in kin- 
dergarten and graduate from high 
school. May we not believe that one 
reason God has for giving us hard 
things is to develop us? (3) 

What do you let trouble do for you? 
Some people let it harden and embitter 
them against God. Wouldn’t it be quite 
as consistent for you to call the doctor 
or surgeon unjust and unkind who must 
cause you pain and suffering in order 
to make you well physically? You say, 
“The sun is not shining to-day.” But 
it is. A cloud shuts out your vision of 
the sun. Do not turn the cloud inside 
out, but get on the other side of the 
cloud. For God’s attitude, love, toward 
us never changes (Jer. 31:3). 

The first thing the wee girl does 
when she bruises her finger is to run 
to mother. Mother holds her close, 
kissing the tears away as she comforts 
and soothes her. The wee girl had 
never known just how much mother 
could be to her until the hurt came. 
May God not sometimes send us the 
trial so that we may come to know him? 
As we flee to him in utter helplessness 
we find him the loving, tender, heavenly 
Father we never should have known 
had the trial not driven us to him. (4) 

Paul did the only thing to be done 
with our “thorn in the flesh.” He didn’t 
grumble, whine, and complain. He 
didn’t burden other people with it. He 
didn’t let it ruin his life. He took it 
to God and left it there. We often take 
our troubles to God and then take them 
away with us again. God in his wisdom 
did not see fit to remove Paul’s afflic- 
tion. (It may have been some disease 
of the eyes.) 

God may not grant us what we think 
is best because he has something better 
for us than our best. If God does not 
remove our “thorn” it is because Jesus 
Christ waits to give us his own blessed 
self to be victor over it. Then we, like 
Paul, will thank God for the hard things 
(12: 8-10). (5) 

For Next Week’s Lesson 

Study the entire chapter, Acts 21. 

Trace (by map) Paul’s journey from 
Miletus to Jerusalem. 

Why did friends advise Paul not to 
go to Jerusalem? 

Why did Paul not heed their advice? 
(20: 22-24.) 

How was Paul received at Jerusalem? 

What caused Paul’s arrest? 

What should you do when told a 
slanderous story? 


Brste Institute, Los ANGELEs. 
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For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


HE Times Question Quarterly gives 

date, number, title, Golden Text, 
and Scripture reference of each lesson, 
but no text. For the text pupils must 
use their Bibles, and familiarity with 
their Bibles is thus the first advantage 
of this plan. 

In the Quarterly itself, following the 
title, Golden Text, etc., come two sets 
of questions on the lesson. The first set 
(usually about seven in number) is in- 
tended to cover the “story” of the les- 
sin. Each pupil is required to answer 
this first set of questions in writing, 
using blank space provided for the pur- 
pose on each page. The leaf is per- 
forated. The pupil tears it out and 
brings it to Sunday-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, 
containing additional work for the older 
pupils, but written work is not required 
on this set. . 

The Times Question Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions on the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 
terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
year, from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 10 


MAY of your pupils have been 
away on summer vacations and are 
now home again. Also, new pupils 
have come into your vicinity to attend 
school during the winter. Your pupils 
who have, been away have missed some 
of the lessons, and the same may be 
true of the new members of your class. 

This lesson affords a good opportunity 
to “pick up the loose ends”—to review 
where necessary. The questions in the 
Question Quarterly may be so used. 

Do not. overlook question a. Let 
your class see how many things Paul 
suffered which are not recorded in the 
book of Acts. 

Are any of your pupils going away 
to attend school? Can you give them 
to-day’s Golden Text as a personal 
message to help them in their new sur- 
roundings? 

If they have already gone, can you 
not send them a line telling them you 
miss them, and that you thought of 
them in connection with the Golden 
Text, and that you hope they may find 
it true? 

Have them send their “record” for 
the last Sundays in the quarter now 
closing, to be included in your class 
record for the quarter, and ask them if 
you shall send them a Question Quar- 
terly for next quarter. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

Work on the next lesson is rather 
heavy, and it will be well in some in- 
stances to divide it among various mem- 
bers of the class. 

Note that in the list of Paul’s visits 
to Jerusalem as given in the Quarterly, 
the visit recorded in Acts 11: 27-30 was 
omitted by mistake. 

The following groupings of questions 
will be good: a, b,c, d; e, f; g, h, i; 
j, k; the entire class may take |, m, n. 

Ext Paso, Texas. 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER said some _ Christians 
had come to Corinth after Paul 
had started the church there, and tried 
to run things their own way. They told 
the Corinthians that Paul wasn’t a real 
apostle and didn’t preach the whole 
Gospel, and that this was why he Iet 
on to be so meek. He didn’t dare as- 
sert himself nor take money for preach- 
ing when he knew he was nobody. (1) 
These false teachers were leading the 
Corinthians away from simple faith in 
Christ, so Paul had to call their bluff. 
Beginning with the tenth chapter he 
shows them up in great style, what 
boasters they were, and what an un- 





Christian spirit they had. Then he says 
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teacher’s strength is made perfect in‘ is not a holy word with no particular 
Carl’s weakness. That’s the way God! meaning. It is a force bestowing upon 
wants to do with us, if we will only| us heavenly strength for timely suc- 
admit our weakness and lean on him. (1) cour. Present grace for present need, 


This week we have to took up: these: this is the key-note of our lesson. 


. Prayer Succestions: Pray _ that 
What did Paul do when he got to oll God's promicss may. bé implicitly ve- 


Jerusalem? oF aye ) 
sats pon. They are intended to be 

Pt pen the Christian leaders us ed as 0 check f Pade spon iy 
j onor his word if we trust 

Ra plan did the elders urge on| po 1, ot 6 i Prag Mp Bstene 
y promises of his Word how many have 


Did this plan do any good? 

What was the charge against Paul? 
How was Paul rescued: 

Why did Paul want to speak to the 


we made ours? 
Wed.—Psalm %: 1-16. Jehovah the 
Comforter. 


That was a fine resolve of David, “I 





crowd? 
i x will bless the Lord.” Let others do as 
Teaching Hints from Pucker they may his mind was fixed. To Je- 
Beginning. hovah praise was due and to him it shall 


Explain the attack made on Paul’s be rendered and that at all times. 


Explanation. to his harp.” 





reputation at Corinth and his defense. | “Happy is he whose fingers are wedded 


Where was Paul beaten with rods? PRAYER Succestions: How remiss 


Where was he in prison? 
Where stoned? 
What journeys had he made? 


tune our harps and praise the Lord also 
upon the loud sounding cymbals. 
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if it is boasting they want he will tell 
them some of the signs of his apostle- 
ship, though it makes him feel like a 
fool to be bragging on himself. So he 
gives a little account of how he had 
suffered for Christ, just as Jesus showed 
the disciples the nail holes in his hands 
to prove that it was he himself. (2) 

“I think those false preachers were 
meaner than dirt to talk that way about 
Paul,” declared little Carl Gray. 

“Yes,” agreed teacher, “but it was 
really more contemptible for the Cor- 
inthian Christians to lose faith in the 
one who had done so much for them. 
They ought to have stood up for Paul 
instead of turning. against him. 

He thinks there’s lots of such dis- 
loyalty to-day. He knows a Sunday- 
pr me | teacher who went to the mother 
of one of her pupils and warned her 
that her boy was getting. into. bad; com-. 
pany. But instead of thanking . the 
teacher and planning with her how to 
save the boy, the mother called the 
teacher a liar and a meddler and talked 
against her all over the town. 

Next we read verses twenty-one to 
twenty-seven where Paul tells some 
things he had endured for Christ. Our 
home questions were all about these 
adventures, but we could only find a 
few of them in the Bible. It looks 
as if Luke didn’t write down half the 
things Paul suffered. Paul must have 
told him to just give a few samples and 
forget the rest. 

Bumps explained about Paul being 
beaten with rods there at Philippi, and 
Fred said he was put in prison right 
afterward. 

He was stoned at Lystra till they 
thought he was dead. He was always 
on some kind of a missionary journey, 
for he says, “in journeyings often.” 
Seems as if he couldn’t rest at home. 

His own countrymen mobbed him at 
Antioch, Iconium, Thessalonica and 
lots of other places, while the Gentiles 
almost killed him at Lystra and wanted 
to pull him to pieces at Ephesus. 

alse brethren made him trouble at 
Antioch, at the Jerusalem council, in 
Galatia, Corinth, and most everywhere. 
He sure had a time of it. 

But he didn’t give up. That’s what 
gets me. You'd think a man would get 
discouraged and quit when everybody 
was fighting him so, especially when 
he was not getting anything out of it 
himself, but doing it all for them. 

We read the last few verses of the 
lesson, -where Paul tells about his thorn 
in the flesh. Teacher says some think 
it was eye-trouble and some guess fits, 
but whatever it was he knew if he was 
to do any good God would have to fur- 
nish the power. So when he was weak 
in himself he was all the stronger in 

. God, just as when we go on a class 
hike teacher always carries little Carl’s 
grub and helps him up the hills, because 
he fell, you know, when he was a baby, 
and hurt his back. That way Carl 

When 

strong, and 


holds out better than any of us. 
weak, then he is 


he is 


Where was he attacked by his coun- | “ confess our ingratitude and seek the 


“oe i : 
ere by Gentiies? ° : 
| Where did false brethren make him | which to praise. 


trouble? Thurs.—Psalm 34: 11-22. Jehovah the 
How was his thorn a blessing? Deliverer. 
Application. 


furnace of affliction the Refiner 


Don’t persecute the friend who tries 
to do you good. 

Don’t give up in face of hardship. 

Our power not of self, but of God. . 


Terre Haute, Inp. 


nace. Note the Lord’s activities: 
Lord heareth” (v. 17), “the Lord is 
nigh” (v. 18), “the Lord delivereth” 
(v. 19), “the Lord redeemeth” (v. 22), 





ever. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 
the immigrants from India who are 
coming to the Pacific Coast and spread- 
ing themselves over California. They 
: i : |are chiefly ex-soldiers, and religiously 
A FRIEND writes from California of | represent Mohammedanism, Hinduism, 

‘what she feels to be a very perplex- Buddhism, and but very few are Chris- 

ing situation. For a considerable time tians.. Let us seek their salvation. 
the ith others, of her loved circle @n-| wei—Johm 161-14 Abiding tn. Chriat. 
but circumstances are such now that | oe hat ‘a min gutecent gl epee sir is, 
the “family” consists of but one person. | + "° great truth it sets forth of course 
She would like to know what to do in | 


| these circumstances. She does not feel | peeaeta, = piers in Eig ae 
like giving up worship at a stated time, | Abide’ in him through love, 


for it helps her, and yet her Christian | destiny. 2 ye see f hi 
| friends think it is not family worship, eager; aoe Geewe ater fia. 
| but just private devotion. Our corre-| _PRayer .Succestions: Pray that 
spondent asks me what I think. | Christ may fill your whole life. He 
A similar situation to this came under | Wants to be supreme in home, heart, 
my notice some time ago. A devoted | thoughts, recreation, and work. Pray 
mother lost her husband by death, and | for grace to give him pre-eminence in 
her children one after the other grew! @/! things. He is worthy of our best. 
up, married, and consequently made | Sat.—John 15: 15-27. Suffering with Christ. 
homes of their own, she being left alone. | . The world has never loved any but 
| The practise of having all her family, | its own. A prison for Paul, Bedford 
or even part of it, round her at wor-| jail for: Bunyan, and a dungeon for 
| Ship, was possible to her no longer, but | Samuel Rutherford; this is the best the 
regularly, and at the same hours as| world gives to God’s people. But re- 


aforetime, she maintained the family | joice, for if we suffer with him we shall 
altar and continued to bring to the Lord | be glorified together. 


| in prayer each member of her family . 
circle. Personally I think this a mag- cy vg prams ns: What go 
nificent plan, preserving the spirit as | W° “@¥e Oreug before us every day. 
a » 8 If we love our different countries, as 


| well as the form. We do well to re- . 
: : >, | surely we do, let us daily bear them be- 
ae Se verse in Hugh Stowell’s fore God in an agony of intercession. 
went Pray especially for widows whose hus- 
bands have fallen in battle and for 
mothers whose sons are no more, 
Sun.—Rev. 2: 8-17. Final Reward. 
There is a threefold promise given 
August 28 to September 3 here. The “hidden manna,” “the Shite 
Mon—2 Cor. At: 21-38. Paul’s Sorrows and | stone,” and a “new name” written. A 
— bewildering variety of interpretations 
The sorrows of Paul were very real} has been suggested by way of explana- 
ones. He knew, | probably more than | tion. May they not indicate the victor’s 
most men, the pain of mental anguish, | fo90d character and crown? 
but here we have a catalogue of physical Pp ohne S ae Pp 
sufferings which it would be difficult to| 01 Christian connate yoy for 
equal. What a hero grace made him. |@ ristian communities and for all 
the various congregations met to-day 


It will bee the same for us. in the name of Christ. For all good 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for) people who are trying to make the 

more courage before those who speak| world better. and ‘for all’ who are 

lightly of the name of Jesus. Seek, like preaching Jesus in any fashion, in any 

the apostle, to magnify Christ amid | land, and to any audience 

vour sorrows as well as your joys. Pray ‘ , 

for those who ill-use you fi. ‘strive os New York Ciry, 

cause unhappiness in your circle of z 

friends. 


Tues.—2 Cor. 12 : 1-10. All-sufficient Grace. “Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the 
The little word “is” of verse 9 we| Children” may be secured for 50 cts., post- 
should spell with capital letters.. Grace! paid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 


For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 














“There is a place where spirits blend, 
Where friend holds fellowship with friend; 
Though sundered far, by faith they meet 
Around one common mercy seat.” 











is the living union between Christ and 


never far from the mouth of the fur- | was shut off ; 
“The grabbed our Captain and tried to push 
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The Star Club 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


fi Star Club met last night on the 
deck of a superdreadnaught. At 
least that is what all the little-ups pre- 
tended it was. Really it was only a tug- 
boat that belongs to the City Police De- 
partment. Once every year it has to 
go down near the mouth of the Dela- 
ware River and visit a quarantine sta- 
tion. The quarantine station had a case 
of measles four years ago, and hasn't 
had any ing since, but it has to be in- 
spected every year. The Captain was 
invited to go, and he asked if he 
couldn’t bring the Star Club, and the 


| we have been to praise. Let us to-day | quarantine officers said they would be 


lad to have them all, grown-ups and 


Let | little-ups. 


We had a great trip down the river to 


| Spirit of praise. If we praise for mer- the quarantine station. The rooms were 
cies we shall never want mercies for | whitewashed nice and clean, and there 


wasn’t even a measle case there this 
time. The officers all seemed to know 
our Captain very well, and they played 


When the saints of God are in the lots of jokes on each other. Once just 
is as we were passing a little room that 


from the others, they all 


him in and lock him up because the 
quarantine doctor said that he had 
symptoms of bubonic plague, Our Cap- 


and this God is our God forever and | tain yelled as-if he were terribly scared, 


and all of the little-ups hollered like 
anything and rushed in and rescued him. 
He said that we had saved him just in 
| time from a lot of rascally kidnappers, 
{and that he would never forget our 
| noble deed. ' 
Then we all had dinner at the station, 
and our Captain and the officers all made 
funny speeches, and the little-ups__lis- 
tened and ate and ate and ate. *Com- 
| ing back we sat out on camp chairs on 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 3 (2 Cor. 11 : 21 to 12 10) 


the cool afterdeck, and the stars hung 
so low over the river that it almost 
seemed as if we could touch them. 

The quarantine doctor, who came 
back with us, and the captain of the 
boat were sworn in as honorary mem- 
bers of the Star Club, and they told us 
lots of interesting things about the 
stars. The captain had been a mate on 
a sailing vessel, and he showed us how 
to tell the time by the great sky-clock, 
whose hands go round in the opposite 
way from the hands of the earth-clocks 
and take twenty-four hours to make the 
full circle instead of twelve. 

He showed us where, just in front of 
the boat, hung Cassiopea’s chair, which 
shows as a great W when it is below 
the North Star, and an M when above. 
Then he pointed out to us the star 
which marked the upper right-hand 
corner of the chair. Our Captain told 
us that this star was named Caph, which 
means hand, and that it shows white 
under the telescope and is one of the 
Three Guides. The other two guides 
are Alpheratz and Algenib, which are 
in a straight line with Caph, and make 
one of the sides of the great square of 
Pegasus. These three stars in a line 
mark the direction of the Equinoctial 
Coture. 

One of the grown-ups said that he 
didn’t wish to doubt 
word, but that he would feel more cer- 
tain. about it he knew just what a 
“colure” was. The member from New 
York said that every one in that city 
knew all about Equinoctial Colures, and 


that if he were not afraid of interrupt- | 


ing the Captain he would explain it him- 
self. ‘Then the Captain told us it was 
a great circle which runs through the 
North Pole and passes through the 
spring and fall equinoxes, which are 
the points where the path of the sun 
twice during the year cuts across the 
equator of the sky, which is directly 
ovér the equator of the earth. 

The little-ups breathed hard trying to 
remember all these big words, but they 
did pretty well, although the littlest of 
them called the big circle the Color of 
the Equal Knocks. The member from 
New York said that he guessed the color 
was black and blue, because that was the 
color of most knocks. 

All through this talk the captain of 
the: boat had been waiting to. show us 
how to tell time by the sky-clock. 
When at last he had a. chance to speak 
again, he told us that when Caph is 
just above or north of Polaris, the 
North Star, and nearest to the zenith, 


or the center of the sky, the astronomi- | 


cal day begins and the time is o hours, 
© minutes and o seconds. One of the 


little-ups said that he*wished o o’clock | 


was his bedtime because it wouldn’t ever 
show on any of the earth-clocks. 
Then the captaim of the boat told us 


that Caph was the hour-hand of the | 


sky-clock and revolved toward the left, 
while the hour-hand of earth-clocks 
turns toward the right. It takes Caph 
just six hours to get so that it is due 
west from the North Star. In six 
hours more it is due south; then at 
eighteen o'clock, star-time, it is due 
east; and finally, in six hours more, it 


is due north, and the twenty-four-hour | 


circle is completed. 

‘The captain of the boat told us what 
the earth-time was when Caph was 
north, and then we took turns in guess- 
ing how much of the six hours it had 
covered and what time it was now. 
The captain said that sailors at sea 
could tell time by this clock within 
about fifteen minutes. Most of us 
guessed from half-past eight to half- 
past nine, but our Captain said that it 
was just sixteen minutes past nine. One 
of the little-ups thought she heard his 
watch snap just before he guessed. 
Anyhow, his guess was exactly right. 
The captain of the tug said that he had 
never met a man with such an accurate 
eye before. The Captain was quite 
modest, and said that it was just luck. 
The doctor said that such luck was too 
good to be true, and that he suspected 
the worst. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


(To be continued next week) 


the Captain’s | 








Books Worth Noting | 





Hand-Work in “Oe Education 
By Addie Grace ardle).—Many 
ristian workers have not yet realized 
the importance of hand-work in the re- 
ligious development of the child; and 
many who do realize the need of such 
work do not know how to proceed with 
it. The author presents clear, convincing 
arguments for expression work. 
graded system of hand-work for use in 
the Sunday-school, comprising paper 
cutting and mounting, paper’ tearing 
and mounting, picture coloring, map 
and sand table work, is given, the whole 
being beautifully illustrated. While 
some of the work is, perhaps, too diffi- 
cult for the average school to under- 
take, the book is rich in excellent sug- 
gestions and helps. It will be especi- 
ally good for training school work. 
(University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 
$1 net.) 

Child Study and Child Training 
(By William ~Byron Forbush, Ph.D., 
Litt.D.). Dr. Forbush discusses the 
child from The Meaning of Infancy, 
with chapters on Forces that Make a 
| Man, the Imagination, the Will, Play, 
| Work, Prayers, Sundays, Amusements, 
Money, and a dozen other topics, on to 
Vocational Guidance, the Church and 
Her Children, and the Goal: Service 
for the Kingdom. The chapter on sex 
instruction is admirable. There are 
‘flashing aphorisms like, “A _ child’s 
| rights are briefly three—to be loved, to 
be understood, to be educated,” and “A 
| good deal of love will conquer a good 
!deal of stubbornness.” There are 
‘clever humorous thrusts, such as “A 
| father ought to be a practising as’ well 
\.as a consulting parent.” There are sets 
| of axioms on special ,topics, as -Obedi- 
‘ence, and How = to - Deal- -with . Anger. 
There is everywhere the sunshine of 
common sense, and the breeze of varied 
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Many are not aware of the 
ill effects of coffee drinking 
until a bihous attack, fre- 
quent headaches, nervous- 
ness, or some other ailment 
starts them thinking. 
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Ten days off coffee and on 


POSTUM 


—the pure food-dnnk—will 
show anyone, by the better 
health that follows, how cof- 


fee has been treating them. 


“There’s a Reason” 


for 


POSTUM 


Sold by Grocers. 














es York, $1 net.) 





| for sinners (Rom. 3: 21-26). 


‘cal challenges courageously made. 
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knowledge. (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
The Bible at a Glance (Designed and 
ogee by Rev. J. L. Estlin, D.D.).— 
t is a bold title, but an examination of 
this colored chart shows that “The 
Bible at a Glance” is an accurate de- 
scription. The 66 books are pictured 
as volumes in a bookcase. The 39 Old 
Testament books are divided into five 
oups, each group with its own color. 
he “Law” books, Genesis to Deuter- 
onomy, are colored blue; the “History” 
ks, Joshua to Esther, red; e 
“Poetry” books, Job to Song of Solo- 
mon, purple; the “Prophecy” books, 
Isaiah to Malachi, green. The New 
Testament divisions are given. as 
“History,” from Matthew to Acts, col- 
ored red; the “Pauline Epistles,” 
Romans to Hebrews, brown; “General 
Epistles,” from James to Jude, golden 
yellow, and the Revelation is colored 
green, as a book of prophecy. In addi- 
tion to the number of books and the 
name, there appears on the back of each 
a brief statement of the contents of the 
book. In the space between the Old and 
New Testament is a brief outline of the 
“No Prophecy Period.” The chart is 
15 by 22 inches, and is furnished in two 
styles, a wall chart, and a neat folder in 
booklet form. (Order from the author, 
J. L. Estlin, D.D., Boothwyn, Pa., at 
25 cents for either style, postpaid.) 


A Life At Its Best (By Richard 
Henry Edwards and Ethel Cutler).— 
Here is a Life of the Apostle Paul that 
takes the form of a text-book for cir- 
cles in colleges and other study groups. 
It has been drawn up under thé auspices 
of Committees representing the North 
American Student Movement, _ the 
Students’ Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A., 
and also a Council of no fewer than 





twenty-nine communions. 

There- are twelve chapters, each of | 
which ‘consists of three:parts ; daily read- | 
ings, study for the week, and ’sugges- 
tions for group discussion. The book 
is full of good things well put; of per- 
tinent questions forcibly asked; of fine 
suggestions truly helpful; and of practi- 
And 
yet the book is inadequate because it 
omits three subjects without which no 
life of Paul can ever be regarded as 
satisfactory,: still less.‘complete.r ©! «:'. 

It fails to deal, first, with the great 
truth of the cross as at qnice the vindi-: 
cation of God's -rightéousness: against | 
sin and the demonstration of his love | 
It is also 
sadly insufficient in its emphasis on Di- 
vine grace as the source and spring of 
holiness. It is actually without any 


, special reference to the Holy Spirit. 


; Not least of all, it omits all allusion to 


|\the Apostle’s 


the “blessed hope” of the Lord’s Re- 
turn, which was the great incentive of 
service. The preface 


truly remarks that the book makes no 


attempt to expound Paul’s theology, but 
as it claims to deal with the Apostle as 
“a man of action, as a messenger of the 
Gospel,” and says that “the leading 
characteristics” of his life “stand out 


| unmistakabl “¢ it is essential to note 
, that some of his “leading characteristics” 





are wholly lacking here. The fact is | 
that the Apostle’s theology was inex- | 
tricably bound up -with his life, and 
Romans. with its profound. teaching is.| 
best understood when regarded as the | 
outcome of Paul’s own experience. | 

The viewpoint of the student is said 
to be given “first emphasis” in this 
book, and the writers ask what are stu- 
dent. interests and problems. The an- 
swer is that the student like others, per- 
haps even more than many others, needs | 
to be taught not only ideals, but how to 
realize them; but there is far too little 
of the latter in many student text-books 
to-day. It is not enough to be told to 
“hitch your wagon to a star”; it is nec- 
essary to be told how to do it. And so} 
this book, admirable as it is, needs at | 
least three or four more. chapters to ex- | 
plain Paul, dealing with Righteousness, | 
Grace, the Lord’s Coming, and the Holly | 
Spirit. Let these be included and treated | 
as freshly as the_rest of the topics, and , 
the book would be wellnigh perfect. 


(Association Press, New York, 50 cts.) 
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SUMMER “ LIFE-SAVERS” 
Foods that Keep the Body at Top-Notch 
. Working Efficiency During 
the Hot Days 


The man who boasts of his ability to 
eat anything generally pulls himself 
into his little shell in July and August. 
His indiscretions during the other ten 
months puts his digestive organs out of 
business when the hot days come. His 
vitality is low and he finds it easy to 
overtax his liver and kidneys, whereas 
the man who eats moderately and wisely 
all the-year ‘round is fortified against 
those distressing digestive disorders 
that come with the Summer solstice. _ 

Even the robust man should make 
radical changes in his diet to meet the 
conditions imposed by hot weather. 

The Summer “‘‘life-savers ” are cooked 
whole wheat, fresh fruits and the fresh 
vegetables that grow above ground, 
such as spinach, lettuce, asparagus, 
peas and string beans. When it comes 
to whole wheat foods, be sure the whole 
wheat is thoroughly cooked, and be sure 
it is the whole wheat. Shredded wheat 
biscuit is the best of all the life-savers 
in Summer because it contains all the 
nutritive elements in the whole wheat 
grain prepared in digestible form. 

In the process of making shredded 
wheat biscuit the bran coat is retained, 
and this is very valuable in promoting 
bowel exercise, thus keeping the intes- 
tines clean and healthy. Its ‘‘little 
loaf’’ form also makes it a great boon 
to the housekeeper, as it combines easily 
and deliciously with berries and all kinds 
of fruit. Being ready-cooked, it is so 
easy to prepare a deliciously nourishing 
meal with shredded wheat in a few mo- 
ments. It contains more real, body- 
building material than beef-steak or 
eggs, and is more easily digested. With 
shredded wheat biscuit, milk and a little 
fruit you can prepare a complete meal 
that as -satisfying, nourishing and 
strengthening at a cost of not over five 
or six cents—a meal that supplies liealth 
and strength during the hot days and 
keeps the body in fine working con- 
dition.—Advt. 





The Glad Hand 
-Bible Class is 


reaching out 


The editor of the paper pub- 
lished by that class, called The 
Live Wire, has sent for fifty speci- 
men copies of The Sunday School 
Times for distribution in the class, 
and he writes: ‘“ These copies will 
be carefully handed out, and we 
know the paper will make a splen- 
did impression on the readers. The 
number of readers is increasing, 
and the number of subscribers from 
our Sunday-school is more than 
doubled over last year.” 


Wouldn’t you like to do a little 
glad-hand work for your class of 
grown-ups by asking us to send 
some specimen copies of The Sun- 
day School Times of any one issue 
for distribution in the class, with a 
view to encouraging the members 
to subscribe for the paper? 


There are thousands of live-wire 
men all over the country who care 
enough about the Adult Bible Class 
work to do this very thing. 


Are you one of them? Say so, 
by asking for some specimen copies! 
The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


P. S —The Glad Hand Bibl- Class is in the 
Deer Park Baptist Church, Louisville, Kv. It 
is called ‘*’The Class that is Different."’ 















































Rally |’ 
Day 


IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


We are headquarters for all sup- 

made for this important 
day in the Sunday School 
Calendar. 


A few suggestions are as follows: 


Inspiring Music and 
Recitations 


Invitation Post Cards 


for all departments, handsomely 
printed in colors. 


Offering Envelopes and 
Novelties for Souvenirs 


An illustrated list will be sent 
on request. 


The Griffith and Rowland Press 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Prize Rally 


Day Service- 
"Preparedness for Christian Service” 


By EDITH D. 8. KINNEY 


Frances Weld Danielson says: 

‘‘1t is inspiring, has in it enough of the s 
tacular No be abreast of the modern shory 
of pageantry, is delightfully definite in the 
things it suggests, and is long enough to fill 
the entire session.’ 

Price § cents each; $4.25 per hundred, 
carriage paid 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 
BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO 


“THE NEW RECRUITS” 


Wonderfully original and attractive. Employing all 
Or aL of the Sunday School in the vice the 


ALLY DAY SERV 
SAMPLES Shosuat ‘merit vent for: 10¢ 


Tullar-Meredith C0. iS wo Washington st. Chiceao 
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Address 
C. A. CAIRNS 
G.P.& TIA. 


C. & N. W. Ry. 
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Sunday, September 3 


Consecration of Home Life (Acts 
10 : 1-8, 17-24, 44-48). 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—A converted house (Acts 16 : 22- 34). 
Tues.—Christ in the home (Luke 19: 


10). 
Wed.—Hos itable homes (Matt. 10: 12; 
ohn 1-8). 
Thurs.—friendly homes (Luke 15: 1-10). || 
Fri.—Pious homes (1 Tim. 5, 1-8). 
Sat.—Homes of the good (Titus 3: 1-8). 








| Col. 4:15; Phiierion 2). 
<< 


| believers who had larger houses than 


| posts, 















226 W. Jackson St. 
Chicago, Ill. 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well af 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the } 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


'do with 


| things wealth can buy which are desti- 








How can we dedicate our homes to God? 

Why do we need a family altar? 

Why should the consecrated home be joy- 
ous j 


' 

NE of the most beautiful and vital 
conceptions in the New Testament 

s “the church in the house.” Look up 
all the passages where it occurs and 
think of each of them and of what. it 
signifies (Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; 


The early Christians had been turned | 
out of the synagogues if they were Jews 
and could not use the idolatrous tem- 
ples if they were Gentiles. Most of 
them were poor and they could not rent 
or build houses of worship even if the 
idea had occurred to them that they 
needed such buildings. Instead they did 
just what the spirit of a living and nat- 
ural faith suggested. They used their 
own homes, and where the Christian 
community. was large the homes of any 


Christianity was a house re- 


‘Just because the new faith was real 
and living it expressed itself in every- 
thing. It was hot a religion of fixed 
and separated times_and' places, requit- 
ing certain equipments and surround- 
ings before it could be practised and its | 
worship be performed. It was a religion | 
of always and everywhere, pervading! 
the whale of life, filling every common 
duty with a new glory, giving strength 
to servants as they went about their 
work, to soldiers stationed at their 
to men and women af whatso- 
ever sort and wheresoever placed. This 
is the kind of religion Christianity is 
still. To make it a thing by itself, 


the rest. 
ligion. 





| separated from any part of human life, 


dependent upon the place where it is 
to be manifested or upon the presence 
of any one belonging to a separated | 
order or upon garments or buildings is | 
to change its whole character. Chris- | 
tianity can use even these things and | 
survive them, but it is a living spirit | 
finding its provirce in all the activities | 
and institutions and agencies of human > 
life. 

< 


Nothing is more clearly discernible 
than the presence or absence of the 
Christian atmosphere in a home. Not 
a word about Christianity needs to be 
said. We know from the “feel” of the 
place whether it is vitally Christian or 
not. And very soon if it is Christian, 
some word will be said that will im- 
mediately reveal and explain. In one 
of Coventry Patmore’s poems there is 
the picture of such a home: 

“A tent pitched in a world not right 

It seemed, whose inmates every one 

On tranquil faces bore the light 

Of duties beautifully done 

And humbly, though they had few peers, 

Kept their own laws, which seemed to be 

The fair sum of six thousand years 

Traditions of civility.” 


ve 
% 


Mere money has next to nothing to 
making a Christian home. 
There are homes flooded with the 


tute of the true aroma, and there are 

















other houses very plain and frugal 
which are radiant and fragrant. It 





‘(Lesson for Sept. 3) AUG. 19, 1916 


RALLY DAY HELPS 


Send Five Cents for Complete Sample 
= and enamine articles belore ordering 


( bm ficites For the use ion Pot Cards 


d secure new 


bers. 25 for w 3 
mem tae § comts 4 100, $3.25 $00, oF $6.00 a 1,000, 


Rally Day Pennants 



























[ade of —~4 best pase Sat with wie letters. Slee reaag inches (like 
ustration . 
(lettering lengthwise) Price: 40 cents cach, ponpaid 








Form 2@—Printed Invitation 
Form 22—Plain 
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Form 21—Printed. Form 23—Piain Form 24—Printed Form 26—Piain 





Celluloid Buttons Celluloid Bookmarks 
No. 1. Crossed Flag with words No. 106. Betsy Ross House. 
** Rally Day. No. 107. ‘* Spirit of ’ 
No. 4. Crossed B dona 5 without No. 109. American Flag. 
Sends “ Rally 


Price, 4 conts each, 40 cents, a dozen, or 
00 a 100, postpaid. 


Felt Bannerettes 


No. 6. Betsy Rose Bi 
No. 8. Christian Flag. 
No. 9. American Flan Button, 
No. 10. Without“ pally Day.” 
No. 11. Conquest Flag. 'o be used in securing a banner attendanee on 
No. 12, . Whistle Button, Rally Day. Pennant, orange; letters,black. Fur- 
Price, 20c'a doz., or $1.50 af nished with long brass pins for attachitig to che 
106, postp’d. Assorted as desired. clothing. Price,4¢ each, or $3.50 a 100, postp’d. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS... .. 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 509 S. Wabesh Ave. - 


ne hg an ae Louis, 
San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. » Pittsburyh, moat 
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Why Not Devote Your Whole 
Time to Christian Work? 


@ There is a field for the trained worker. 
@ There is a way to get the training. 








@ To get it, too, in a climate where work is a joy, winter or summer, 
and where you study and work and pray with an enthusiastic student body, 
in the very heart of a needy community, putting your studies into daily 
practise. ° 


@ Don’t lose time in wondering how you can manage it. Let us help 
you to find the way. That's a part of our work. Please write to-day. 


T. C. HORTON, Superintendent 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE OF LOS ANGELES 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
—/ 


“ $25 to$40 a Week 


Hundreds earn it. You can too. 80 to 100 words 
aminute. Salary doubled or trebled. 
NEW WAY IN TYPEWRITING 
Totally New system. Based on Gymnastic Fin- 
ger Training! its Tron easy lessons. Learn or 
working. prong om first day. Write for 4 
BOOK FREE t Iilustrates 
os * explains all, shows letters 
from hundreds earning Big 
“one. Write postal NOW | 


THE TULLOSS SCHOOL 
6518 College Hill, Springfield, Ohio 


GORD DON 


om COLLEGE 
L OF THEOLOGY 
IOOL OF MISSIONS 

















is a matter dependent not upon furni- 
ture, but upon hearts. 
<= 

Rest and love are essential elements 
in a Christian home:. The hurry due 
to indolence or to fretfulness or to 
vanity, and the. friction due to criti- 
cism, jealousy, selfishness are thorough 
spoilers of-- homes. 

If Christ: is spoken to first each morn- 
ing He has a better chance to do His 
work of -transforming gentleness and 
kindness throughout the day. 

Each home where Christ reigns is a 
new center of health and life in so- 



























ciety. From such spots Christ can oo an eee. 
é ° ’ ° . ral. 

build out the fresh, strong tissues of -chogMtor the development of Chets- 
t leadership. f coll 

the body. etal. Faculty ai tanhaes bid ro 


cialists. New fire-proof building with 
dormitories. Tuition free. Address 
Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible College, Boston 


It isn’t the size of an advertisement in number 
) ogy rey in To gee 3 that commis, 
ere is a suggestio ur adui 
class to subscribe for The Sunday School 
Times. And do it now! 


New York Crry. 
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